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Science STudenTS Shine aT iSeF  
establish stable temperature gradients on the 
microscopic level and it is difficult to sort 
swimming cells from non-swimming cells,” 
Slepyan said. “My device overcomes these dif-
ficulties and allows for the gathering of robust 
thermotaxis data.”

Perkins’ project examined how poten-
tially toxic molecules diffuse in the brain. In 
his study, he injected molecules into the visual 
cortices of mice and found that molecules dif-
fuse faster in the brain during sleep than while 
awake. The implications of these findings are 
that the increased volume of extracellular space 
found during sleep may make it easier for the 
brain to clear plaque buildups, which could be 
the key to curing neurodegenerative diseases 
like Alzheimer’s disease. Perkins conducted his 
research and experiments in the summer of 2015 
at SUNY Downstate Medical Center.

“I really enjoyed ISEF, and it was great to 
meet people from all around the world who were 
all interested in science and pursuing research,” 
Perkins said.

Although the team of Khakh, Golden 
and Fischthal did not win at ISEF, their project, 
“Elucidating the Role of Early Light Induced 
Proteins Through a Cryptogram Perspective,” 
was successful earlier in the year at the Siemens 
Competition in Math, Science and Technology, 
where they were national semifinalists. The 
team’s project investigated how plants can adapt 
to stress conditions such as drought and high salt 
content. The team looked in particular at Early 
Light Induced Proteins (ELIPs), which are genes 
that are thought to play a role in plants’ responses 
to environmental stresses. Their study showed 
that ELIP genes are necessary for germination 
and plant development in the fern Ceratopteris 

richardii, a plant that Bissoondial’s students often 
use in their experiments because it is ideal to 
use in gene studies. The team conducted all of 
their research and experimentation entirely in 
Bissoondial’s school laboratory. The students 
worked during the 2014-2015 school year and 
during the summer of 2015 in order to complete 
their project.

To advance to ISEF, the students had to 
place in the top of their categories at regional or 
state competitions. All five students competed at 
both the Long Island Science and Engineering 
Fair (LISEF) and at the New York State Science 
and Engineering Fair (NYSSEF). Although 
all five students competed in the first round of 
LISEF on Feb. 3, only Slepyan and Perkins ad-
vanced to the second round on March 10, where 
Slepyan won the Second Prize for the category of 
Microbiology and Perkins won the Second Prize 
for the category of Animal Science. In addition 
to their second-place wins, Slepyan won a spe-
cial award from the US Metric Association and 
Perkins won a special award from the Society of 
In-Vitro Biology. Despite their successes, these 
awards did not qualify them to compete at ISEF, 
so all five students later competed at NYSSEF on 
March 21. At NYSSEF, all five students found 
success. Slepyan and Perkins each placed first 
in their respective categories, and the team of 
Khakh, Golden and Fischthal placed second 
in the category of Plant Sciences, qualifying 
all of the students for the Lightning Round, an 
elimination round where the top two teams from 
each category gave short presentations to and 
faced intense questioning by a panel of judges. 
All of the students advanced from the Lightning 
Round, earning them the coveted spots at the 
ISEF competition.

by Nate Roblin
On May 8-13, Intel hosted the 2016 Inter-

national Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF) in 
Phoenix, Ariz. Intel ISEF is the world’s largest 
science competition for high schools and this 
year, included competitors from over 75 coun-
tries, regions and territories worldwide. Five 
students from George W. Hewlett High School, 
Arik Slepyan ’16, Matthew Perkins ’17, Chenab 
Khakh ’16, Remi Golden ’16 and Alec Fischthal 
’17, traveled to Phoenix with their mentor, Dr. 
Terrence Bissoondial, to compete. Slepyan won 
the Second Place Prize award of $1,500 for the 
“Best of Category” award in the Microbiology 
category with his project “Microfluidic Analysis 
of E. coli Thermotaxis.” Perkins won the Third 
Place Prize award of $1,000 for the “Best of 
Category” award in the Cellular and Molecular 
Biology category with his project “Alpha and 
Beta Adrenergic Agonists Increase Hindrance 
to Diffusion of 3-kDa Dextran in Mouse Visual 
Cortex Extracellular Space.”

For his project, Slepyan worked on devel-
oping a device to study thermotaxis, which is the 
motion of a cell towards a certain temperature 
inside of a temperature gradient. Slepyan con-
ducted his research and worked on developing 
this device at the University of California, San 
Diego during the summers of 2014 and 2015. 
Because thermotaxis is so difficult to study 
due to various problems with recording data, 
a device that could accurately measure these 
cell movements could lead to a vastly greater 
understanding of how cells interact with tem-
perature gradients.

“Temperature gradients exist throughout 
the world but currently it has been difficult 
to study thermotaxis because it is difficult to 

egyPTair FlighT 804 diSaPPearS
by Samantha Stern

A Canadian mother of three young boys 
who studied healing and meditation in order 
to help others overcome their fears and enjoy 
life; a director of a consumer goods company 
traveling to visit his sick father, described as 
someone who was “always smiling;” a mar-
ried father of four; a charitable businessman. 
All of these valuable lives were tragically cut 
short when EgyptAir Flight 804, carrying 66 
people, disappeared from radar over the Medi-
terranean Sea and crashed into the waters 
during the early hours of May 19. The cause 
of the crash remains unknown, and the inci-
dent is under heavy investigation by multiple 
agencies. On May 22, Egyptian officials re-
ported that debris was found in the Mediter-
ranean.

The flight, traveling from Paris to Cai-
ro, was cruising at about 37,000 feet when it 
lost contact with radar. At the time, the plane 
was leaving Greek airspace to enter Egyptian 
airspace. Although it was initially reported 
by the Greek Defense Minister, Panos Kam-
menos, that the aircraft swerved “90 degrees 
left and then 360 degrees” before plummeting 
downward, the head of Egypt’s National Air 
Navigation Services Company says that is not 
the case.

Two days after Flight 804’s crash, 
French aviation officials released information 
showing messages of smoke detection in the 
front of the aircraft from an automated system 
on the plane. The signals were sent just before 

the plane plunged into the water. The Aircraft 
Communications Addressing and Reporting 
System (ACARS), which is responsible for 
sending information between planes and fa-
cilities on the ground, received the messages.

Experts warn that the alarms do not in-
controvertibly signify that there was a fire on-
board or that the crew was even aware about 
the alerts. In the past, there have been electri-
cal problems with window anti-ice heaters in 
A320s, which was the model of the plane.

At the time, there are no conclusions as 
to what caused the crash, which could have 
been a result of anything from a bomb to a me-
chanical malfunction to a pilot error. Although 
there have been no claims of responsibility, 
many speculate that terror is to blame for the 
horrific event. In fact, hours after the flight’s 
disappearance, the Egyptian Civil Aviation 
Minister Sherif Fathi announced that terrorism 
was more likely than a mechanical failure. In 
the following days, however, Fathi was more 
cautious and urged people to avoid jumping to 

conclusions or speculating without further in-
formation. Officials are committed to uncov-
ering the exact cause.

In the initial investigation, officials did 
not find information linking the flight crew or 
security officials aboard to terror. Additionally, 
so far, none of the passengers have appeared on 
terror watch lists.

The Egyptian Civil Aviation Ministry 
appointed an investigative committee led by 
Ayman al-Moqadem. Additionally, Egypt’s 

prosecutor general, Nabil El Sadeq, has re-
quested transcripts of all calls between the 
EgyptAir crew and Greek air controllers 
from Greek officials and any additional in-
formation they possess. 

Egyptian President el-Sisi announced 
a few days after the crash that an Egyptian 
submarine from the Egyptian Oil Ministry 
was deployed to the crash site to search for 
invaluable debris, including the plane’s black 
boxes, which would provide voice record-

ings from the flight. So far, life jackets, parts of 
seats, luggage and human remains have been 
found. Egyptian navy ships and aircrafts were 
joined by many nations, including the United 
States. 

The White House Press Secretary Josh 
Earnest released a statement regarding Flight 
804 the day of the unfortunate crash.

“The United States stands ready to 
provide our full support and resources to the 
Governments of Egypt and France as they in-
vestigate this incident,” Earnest said.
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editorial

It is no secret that 
a recent vocal interac-
tion between a student 
and a teacher made local 
headlines when a video 

of the incident surfaced 
on a sat i r ical Boston-
based spor t s  website. 
What is a secret, however, 
is the punishment or lack 
of punishment given to 
both the student and the 
teacher, and rightfully so.

W h i le  l i t t le  ha s 
been revealed in the af-
t e r math of  the event , 
both G.W. Hewlett High 
School and the district’s 
administration have re-
ceived harsh criticism, 
public humiliation and 
even death threats for 
their refusal to comment 
on the incident. As news 
of the conf l ict spread 
throughout the school, 
the district and the coun-
t ry, the administration 
was quickly accused of 
unjustly punishing the 
popular teacher while 
going easy on the student, 
who many felt was pri-
marily to blame. Some, 
in fact, strongly believed 
that the administration 
was “out of touch” with 
the public, especially af-
ter a student protest and 
a petition dedicated to 
the teacher’s cause was 

met with no response. As 
the tense circumstances 
facilitated the adoption 
of these public beliefs, 
the legal side behind the 
case was completely dis-
regarded.

Due process of law 
requires the administra-
tion to protect the rights 
of both the teacher and the 
student. Administrators 
must follow educational 
law, under which due 
process requires them to 
protect al l  par t ies in-
volved. This includes a 
confidentiality clause 
which forbids the ad-
ministration from 
disclosing any in-
formation regard-
ing a specific stu-
dent or teacher.

“I can’t lay 
ou t  a  s i t u a t ion 
where I say, ‘Okay 
ever yone,  press 
conference, this is 
what happened to 
the student, this is what 
happened to the teacher, 
and the reasons why,’” 
Hewle t t  H ig h School 
principal Theodore Ful-
ton explained. “We can 
never do that.”

Despite the admin-
istration’s duty to remain 
secretive, the public, in 
some cases, has tried to 
twist its words. When an 
administrator states ‘no 
comment’ to investiga-
t ive students or news-

papers, he or she is not 
avoiding the controver-
sial issue, but is rather, as 
educational law requires, 
making sure that every 
piece of the story remains 
private to protect both 
the student and teacher 
involved. 

“We can never com-
ment to either point out 
their inaccuracies or cor-
rect their mistakes,” Ful-
ton said.

What was initially 

thought to be the punish-
ment of both the teacher 
and student involved in 
the situation was purely 
gossip. In fact, it is practi-
cally impossible to know 
if any allegations are fac-
tual since the only people 
who know the facts, aside 
from the teacher and the 
student, are bounded to 
secrecy under due pro-
cess. The only ones who 
legally speak about the 
aftermath are the student 

and teacher,  but  they 
a re un l ikely to do so 
for privacy reasons. As 
a result, the continuous 
and heated controversy 
that plagued our Face-
book feeds was, simply 
put, on an issue that was 
not even real. Since no 
one was there to come 
out and explain the situ-
ation, the students and 
families of Hewlett and 
outside neighborhoods 
started to believe in the 
speculation.

Addit ional ly,  in-
formation-hungry news 

stat ions cont r ibuted 
to the spread of un-
conf irmed rumors. 
What the community 
must understand is 
that at a t ime like 
this, the neighboring 
news stations usually 
compete to release 
the story that will at-
tract the most view-
ers, regardless of the 

story’s validity. News 
stations will turn to any-
one who is willing reveal 
any insight of the story 
in order to make an ar-
ticle. For example, news 
trucks were spotted in 
the parking lots of local 
restaurants while report-
ers stood standing near 
ent rances in hopes to 
conduct interviews with 
Hewlett High School stu-
dents. In the meantime, 
an interview with a news 

station for some students 
meant a chance for “fif-
teen minutes of fame,” 
so participation in these 
subjective interviews was 
high. 

Aside f rom con -
duct i ng bia sed i nte r-
views, the news reporters 
did not even take the time 
to check their informa-
t ion. One ar t icle even 
misspelled the teacher’s 
name. If a source can-
not even take the time to 
spell the teacher’s name 
correctly, how can the 
public really trust what 
is being told in general? 
Rarely did the public stop 
to ask if it was confirmed, 
which allowed for care-
lessness in the reports. 

“ [ Wit h]  T he  ab -
sence of information, the 
media needs headlines 
and the media wants to 
report on things, so they 
will go to anybody who 
is talking, whether they 
know or not,” Fulton said. 

It is okay to form 
opinions on controversial 
issues. There is nothing 
wrong with having an 
opinion, but problems 
arise when opinions and 
rumors are taken as fact.  

In the words of Ro-
man Emperor Marcus 
Aurelius, “Everything we 
hear is an opinion, not a 
fact. Everything we see 
is a perspective, not the 
truth.” 

LegaL Procedures sPark rumors
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in a Jewish-ruled state. None were re-
moved from their homes by the Israeli 
military to make room for Jews. In fact, 
Israel offered full and equal citizenship 
to all Arabs living within its borders.

Why are the refugees still a prob-
lem? The millions of Jewish refugees 
who fled to Israel after World War II 
were integrated into Israeli society. Just 
like the Jewish State, Arab states have an 
obligation to accept and assimilate Arab 
refugees. Instead, the refugees are being 
kept in camps to this day, exploited as 
political pawns in an effort to demonize 
and ultimately destroy Israel. Former 
Syrian Prime Minister Khalid al-Azm 
confirms this in his memoirs:

“We have rendered [the refugees] 
dispossessed… We have accustomed 
them to begging… Then we have ex-
ploited them in executing crimes of 
murder, arson and throwing bombs upon 
… men, women and children - all this in 
the serve of political purposes.”

Why is Israel unable to let the 
refugees back in? For one, they have 
multiplied and now number four million. 
Allowing them all back into a nation of 
eight million would be suicidal - imagine 
all the violence, vandal-
ism and havoc wreaked 
b y  S y r i a n  r e f u -
gees in Europe 
mul t ip l ied  a 
t h o u s a n d -
fold. Even 

worse, 
t h e 
r e t u r n 
would cre-
ate an Arab majority in Is-
rael. Considering the country h a s  a 
majority-rules government and many Ar-
abs want to “drive the Jews into the sea,” 
the result could be another Holocaust.

 Myth number two: in 1967, 
Israel started an aggressive war for the 
purpose of seizing territory. In reality, 
Egypt, Jordan, Iraq and Syria mobilized 
their armies and declared intentions to 
destroy Israel. The future prime minister 
of Syria ordered his soldiers  to “pave 
the Arab roads with the skulls of Jews,” 
and the Iraqi prime minister predicted 
that “there will be practically no Jewish 
survivors.” Egypt violated international 
law by blockading the Straits of Tiran, 
shutting off the Israeli port of Eilat, 
and Israeli intelligence reported that an 
attack seemed imminent. Rather than 
waiting to be invaded, Israel struck pre-
emptively, like any reasonable nation in 
its place would react.

However, Israel’s actions demon-
strate its primary goal was peace. For 
one, it did not begin by invading enemy 
territory and targeting civilians, instead 
by destroying Egyptian and Syrian air-
fields. In fact, Israel promised not to 
attack Jordan, which owned the West 
Bank and the coveted Old Jerusalem, 
unless attacked first, to which Jordan 
responded by bombarding Israeli suburbs 
and wounding 1,000 civilians. When the 
war ended, unlike any prior victor of a 
defensive war throughout history, Israel 
offered to return all of its captured ter-
ritory - the Golan Heights to Syria, the 
West Bank to Jordan and the Gaza Strip 
and Sinai peninsula to Egypt - in return 

for merely those countries’ recognition 
of Israel’s existence. Only Egypt took 
that offer, and only after losing another 
barbaric war in 1973. In other words, 
Israel has never been an imperialist, 
territory-grabbing nation.

Myth number three: Israel is an 
apartheid state. It oppresses Palestinians 
through a brutal, discriminatory military 
occupation of the West Bank. First, let 
us clarify that Israel proper is a polar 
opposite of South Africa, where the 
racial segregation system of apartheid 
originated. Israel has no laws that apply 
differently to Jews, Muslims or anyone 
else. The controversy can be relegated 
solely to the West Bank, where critics at-
tack the system of military checkpoints, 
identification systems and towering 
walls that limit Palestinian mobility. 
Critics also point to the inferiority of 
Palestinian standards of living, asserting 
that their limited mobility makes them 
second-class citizens. 

However, South Africans who vis-
ited Israel did not concur with the asser-
tions of anti-Zionists. For instance, Leon 
Jamaine Mithi, a law student at the Uni-
versity of Witwatersrand in Johannes-

burg who was oppressed 
during childhood by 

apartheid, com-
mented  in  a 

g u e s t  c o l -
u m n  f o r 

T h e 

O r -
e g o -

n i a n , 
“ I  h a v e 

to say that 
calling Israel an 

apartheid state is an insult to 
b l a c k South Africans who suffered 
under the now defunct system of strict 
racial segregation. And I feel a terrible 
loss of the true black South African 
apartheid narrative, because the term 
has been appropriated to wrongly label 
Israel when referring to conflict with 
Palestine.”

South African apartheid was the 
product of imperialism and colonialism. 
On the other hand, the sole purpose of 
Israel’s seemingly oppressive policies, 
as well as of the West Bank occupation 
in general, is the assurance of the safety 
of Jewish citizens. This is because Pal-
estinians are not interested in peaceful 
cohabitation and economic development. 
They are primarily interested in the de-
struction of Israel.

The best evidence to support this 
hypothesis comes from history. In 2005, 
Israel withdrew its occupation of the 
Gaza Strip, which was structured identi-
cally to the current West Bank occupa-
tion. It left behind habitable settlements, 
including thousands of greenhouses that 
would allow Gazans to grow food for ex-
port. Palestinians looted the settlements 
and destroyed the greenhouses. Then the 
terrorist organization Hamas came to 
power, which to this day uses the Gaza 
Strip as a base from which to attack and 
launch rockets at Israel.

Statistics show that the West Bank 
would turn out no different. According 
to the Palestinian Center for Policy and 
Survey Research, two-thirds of Palestin-
ians support the recent rise in stabbing 
attacks against Israeli civilians. But 

 Israel-PalestIne: Myths vs. Facts
by Daniel Kostovetsky

 Imagine if the United States of 
America experienced a terrorist attack 
every three days. Imagine if Mexico and 
Canada denied the existence of the US as 

a country, repeatedly 
attacked the US with 
their  armies (spe-
cifically targeting 
civilian population 
centers) and spon-
sored ideologically-
driven terrorists with 
government funds. 
Imagine if, when the 
American military 

attempted to destroy these terrorists, 
the terrorists demonized America by de-

liberately 
placing in-
nocent ci-
vilians in 
the line of 
f i re .  And 

imagine if the United Nations saw the 
terrorists’ cause as just, and threatened 
the US with sanctions whenever it exer-
cised its right of self-defense. For you 
and me, these unimaginable problems 
are merely hypothetical, but for another 
developed, democratic country they are 
quite real, and quite terrifying. The coun-
try I am referring to is Israel, a politically 
stable liberal democracy in the war zone 
that is the Middle East.

Every objection to Israel’s exis-
tence is grounded either in misinforma-
tion or hateful anti-Semitism. The goal 
of this article is to clarify such miscon-
ceptions, separate myths from facts and 
promote peace, freedom and democracy.

Myth number one: in 1948, the 
newly-arrived Jewish minority in Pales-
tine started a war to seize the territory 
from its rightful owners, indigenous 
Arabs. Israel ethnically cleansed the 
region, displacing hundreds of thou-
sands of Arabs. The descendants of the 
refugees and their families have a right 
to return to wherever in Palestine they 
were evicted from.

In reality, Israel was simultane-
ously attacked by Egypt, Jordan, Syria, 
Iraq, Lebanon and Saudi Arabia days 
after its creation by the United Nations 
(UN). The invaders, shouting battle 
cries such as “Drive the Jews into the 
sea!” committed war crimes by targeting 
civilian population centers and brutally 
murdering prisoners of war. Israel was 
forced to seize land beyond the confine-
ments of the 1947 UN Partition to protect 
Jewish civilians from the savagery of the 
Arab armies. 

What about the Palestinians? First 
of all, they were not any more indigenous 
to the area than Jewish settlers - Pal-
estine was a swampy wasteland in the 
19th century. Second of all, they were 
not a demographic majority, at least not 
in the areas allocated to Israel by the 
partition. During the 1948 war, Palestin-
ians gladly joined the Jew-killing frenzy. 
Their Grand Mufti (religious leader), Haj 
Amin al-Husseini, had been expounding 
for the past three decades that Islamic 
law prohibits Jewish control of any 
area of Palestine, and that jihad is the 
only feasible way to prevent this from 
happening.

How did Palestinians become 
refugees? Some were evicted by the re-
treating Arab armies. Others simply fled 
from the horrors and dangers of war. And 
many left voluntarily, as their religious 
beliefs made it difficult for them to live 

more concerningly, in a hypothetical 
united Palestinian nation, the Palestinian 
Authority that governs the West Bank 
would lose an election to Hamas. Thus 
the purpose of Israeli settlement and oc-
cupation is to prevent the formation of 
a terrorist state a thousand times larger 
and more terrifying than Gaza, and the 
system labeled as apartheid is neces-
sitated by the Palestinians’ own lack of 
desire for peaceful cohabitation.

Myth number four: Israel murders 
innocent civilians and violates human 
rights. This accusation refers especially 
to its aerial attacks in Gaza. In reality, 
Israel is only after Hamas terrorists and 
the rockets that they fire at Israeli civil-
ians. In fact, the Israeli Defense Force, 
holding itself to a higher standard than 
any army in the world, explicitly warns 
Gazans to evacuate during raids. The 
problem is that Hamas intentionally 
hides military targets in schools and 
hospitals, and uses civilians as human 
shields, specifically telling them to 
ignore Israeli warnings and stay put. 
Why? Because dead civilians legitimize 
the cause of Hamas and vilify Israel. 
Human rights violations are a common 
occurrence in the Middle East: the cru-
elty of ISIS, sexism of Saudi Arabia and 
aforementioned human shield tactics of 
Hamas. Israel is the only free, liberal, 
democratic state in the region. It may 
not be perfect, but it is unquestionably 
a bright spot in a sea of darkness.

Unfortunately, many people judge 
Israel without taking its unfortunate 
circumstances into account. The UN 
Human Rights Council (UNHRC) has 
issued 67 resolutions condemning Israel, 
humiliating it and slapping it with eco-
nomic sanctions, and only 61 resolutions 
against all other countries combined. Na-
tions that actually oppress their citizens, 
such as Russia, Saudi Arabia and China 
face no penalties whatsoever, and are in-
stead rewarded with seats on the council. 
In fact, the UNHRC elected murderous 
Libyan dictator Muammar Gaddafi as 
its chairman in 2003. The UNHRC has 
transformed into the UN Anti-Semitism 
and Anti-Zionism Council.

Meanwhile, France is attempting 
to force the Israeli-Palestinian peace 
process. Breaking diplomatic tradition, 
France is attempting to resolve the is-
sue without inviting either side to the 
negotiating table, and even worse, has 
vowed to recognize the existence of the 
Palestinian state should negotiations fail. 
In other words, there is no incentive for 
Palestine or any of the invited countries 
to listen to Israeli demands.

The United States remains Israel’s 
only ally among UN nations. Only 
America defends Israel from crushing 
worldwide pressure that might ultimately 
destroy it. However, this may not be 
the case forever, with the rise of the 
anti-Zionist Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) movement at American 
universities.

Israel is a haven of freedom and 
prosperity in the treacherous Middle 
East. It has populated, cultivated and 
developed a desolate wasteland, become 
a center of business and technological 
innovation and created a permanent ref-
uge for the historically oppressed Jewish 
people. Its destruction, whether by ter-
rorists or crippling sanctions, would be 
tragic and calamitous. So if you are ever 
asked to join BDS in college, say that 
you stand with peace. With democracy. 
With Israel.

Art by Aimee Ding
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Can Cupid Go the distanCe?
nicat ion is crucial to a prosperous 
long-distance relat ionship. Couples 
have to openly speak with one another 
frequently. Besides a daily “good morn-
ing” and “good night” message, each 
partner should share what is going on 
in his or her life, no matter how mun-
dane it is. Thanks to the development 
of revolutionary video-calling applica-
tions such as Skype and FaceTime, it 
is easier than ever before for people 
to be better connected with one 
another.  Note, however, 
that constant com-
munication every 
hour of  the day 
may feel overbear-
ing, and lovers may 
question the extent to 
which their partners 
trust them.

 I n  add i t ion , 
Dr. Guldner encourag-
es couples to set ground 
r ules pr ior to becoming 
long d istance. Key ques-
t ions should be mutual ly 
answered. For example, is the couple 
exclusive? Is it alright for the other 
person to go on dates? What is the com-
mitment level? Also, after setting these 
boundaries, partners should try and stay 
away from tempting situations.

A relationship’s commitment and 
fidelity is tested at social events, such 
as parties. When invited to a party, 
one has three options. The first would 
be to not go to the party, the second 
would be to continue with one’s plans 

and hide it from the partner and the 
third would be to inform the partner 
about one’s intentions, and if neces-
sary, ask the partner’s permission. If 
one wishes to attend, the third option 
is always optimal for the maintenance 
of the long-distance relationship. It is 
highly encouraged that couples com-
municate honestly and openly with one 

another to avoid forgetting about 
their partners and pursuing other 

relationships.
 A nothe r  i n -

terest ing way to 
keep a relat ion-
ship healthy in-

volves the exchange 
of mementos. A me-
mento can be any 
small item that in-
vokes memories of 
o n e’s  s ig n i f i c a n t 

o the r :  a  smal l  key 
chain, pendant, stuffed 

animal or something of 
the like. By serving as con-
stant reminders of a pair’s 

connection, these precious objects 
maintain the bond between two lovers 
separated by distance, and help keep 
both faithful.

In addit ion, consider ing how 
overwhelmingly digital and technolog-
ical the world has become, snail mail 
is a unique way to display one’s love. 
From postcards to hand-written notes, 
messages delivered by traditional let-
ters demonstrate thought and affection, 
and come across in a brighter light than 

texts and emails.
 It is also crucial to visit one’s 

partner every now and then. Dr. Guld-
ner has found that most long-distance 
couples live approximately 125 miles 
away from one another and visit each 
other, on average, twice a month. Visits 
are considered to be the high points of 
a long-distance relationship. After all 
the anticipation and nostalgia, reuniting 
couples can brief ly enjoy feelings of 
love, relief and passion together. Fur-
thermore, it is very important that all 
unpleasant issues between a couple be 
discussed during the reunion; if instead 
problems continue to be avoided, the 
future of the relationship will certainly 
be ill-fated.

 If properly maintained, long 
distance relationships are more than 
possible. According to Statistics Brain, 
which compiles the results of numerous 
surveys, only 40 percent of long distance 
relationships break up, and 75 percent of 
engaged couples were long distance at 
some point in the past. In fact, studies 
have found that long distance relation-
ships are more stable than propinquitous 
ones.

People cannot be afraid to take a 
leap of faith into the world of love. Trial 
and tribulations are bound to accompany 
any relationship; however this should  
not cause people to shy away from the 
challenge of distance, for no obstacle is 
big enough to obstruct true love. In the 
words of Charles Dickens, “The pain of 
parting is nothing to the joy of meeting 
again.”

is Rio de JaneiRo Fit to host the olympiCs?

by Renee Nakkab
As spr ing turns into summer, 

signs of life and love f lood the air. Cou-
ples walk down the hall hand in hand, 
sport their love-stricken grins and stay 
up all night talking with one another. 
But all face the same menacing ques-
tion when high school ends and students 
go off to work or college: should they 
attempt a long-distance relationship?

 Most have heard the hor ror 
stories of long-distance dating - ev-
erything from infidelity to unbearable 
nostalgia to constant bickering. For 
these frightening reasons, couples are 
uneasy about tempting the murky hand 
of fate with long-distance dating.

 However, research shows that 
long-distance dating is not impossible. 
Dr. Gregory Guldner, a graduate from 
the Stanford University School of Medi-
cine who now works at the Center for 
the Study of Long-Distance Relation-
ships, studies the correlation between 
time spent together and relationship 
quality in long distance romantic rela-
tionships. He has discovered fascinating 
information about the long-distance 
dating world.

 Dr. Guldner found that it is 
a misconception that long-distance 
relationships are destined for failure. 
Couples who are separated by distance 
can remain romantically together as 
long as they adjust their relationship to 
accommodate the distance, put in suf-
ficient effort and employ the following 
special techniques.

 First and foremost, commu-

by Winnie Xu
Every four years, millions of view-

ers watch the long-awaited Olympic 
Games with excitement. Whether they 
are viewing the games on the television 
screen in their living room or traveling 
hundreds of miles to see the legendary 
athletes in person, the viewers of the 
Olympics feel a rush of exhilaration 
upon viewing the event. This year, the 
Summer Olympics, comprised of many 
exciting events and a record number 
of participating countries, will be no 
different. However, recent doubts have 
emerged about whether Rio de Janeiro 
is fit to be the host city.

 Before the Olympic Games, 
cities interested in hosting the event 
submit bids to the International Olympic 
Commission (IOC). After intense evalu-
ation, the IOC determines the city that 
will have the privelege of hosting the 
Games. This year, Rio was honored with 
the opportunity to do so. The entire city 
was ecstatic to demonstrate its national 
pride and spirit, but its vision was shat-
tered by the recent conf licts occurring 
in Brazil.

 Not long ago, President Dilma 

Rousseff was impeached by the Bra-
zilian Senate for violation of certain 
spending account regulat ions. Nor-
mally, impeachment trials take about six 
months - not long enough for Brazil to 
alleviate the crisis before the beginning 
of the Games. With Rousseff’s absence, 
Brazil’s Vice President Michel Temer, 
who represents a different polit ical 
party, has taken over presidential du-
ties. Although the majority of Brazilians 
support Rousseff’s impeachment, they 
are not entirely on board with Temer 
taking over. According to recent polls, 
only 2 percent of Brazilians approved 
of his ascension, a concerningly low 
number that foreshadows possible po-
litical turmoil. Even more concerningly, 
President Michel Temer will have his 
hands full with the impeachment trial 
and the country’s worst economic re-
cession since the 1930s. It is estimated 
that by the end of the year, the Brazil-
ian economy will shrink by a terrifying 
7.5 percent. As of right now, it is clear 
that Brazil is both politically and eco-
nomically unstable. With this chaos and 
disorder present, it is easy to understand 
how Brazil’s government may struggle 

in handling an impor-
tant worldwide event 
like the Olympics. It 
is hard to believe that 
everything will run 
smoothly when the 
host country itself is 
in disarray. 

 Eve n  wor se , 
many fans and even 
some of the athletes 
have expressed con-
cerns regarding the 

spread of the Zika virus in Brazil. The 
Zika virus has been breaking headlines 
in 2016 af ter spreading throughout 
Latin America. Most concerningly, if 
caught by pregnant women, the virus 
can cause microcephaly in fetuses, a 
birth defect that can progress into fatal 
brain conditions. Thus far, the spread 
of the Zika virus in Brazil has not been 
slowing down, and the over 500,000 
visitors expected to attend the Olym-
pics this summer may be at risk.

Some athletes are so concerned 
that they pulled out of the competi-
tion. Australian golfer Marc Leishman 
recently announced that he will no 
longer be participating in the Olympics 
due to his concerns regarding the Zika 
virus. He stated that since his wife is 
currently prone to infection due to her 
recent toxic shock syndrome health 
scare, he is not willing to risk exposing 
her to Zika.

 “I will say when the World 
Health Organization (WHO) has seri-
ous concerns over the impact that hun-
dreds of thousands of people f looding 
into Rio is going to have I think we 
should listen,” Leishman states.

 Although the WHO has ex-
pressed their concerns over Zika’s 
spread, they have not yet suggested a 
cancellation or postponement of the 
Olympics. They are simply recom-
mending people to stay away from 
crowded areas and unsanitary regions, 
which would be extremely diff icult 
during the busy events. Their advice 
is basically useless - without officially 
announcing that it is unsafe to host the 
Olympics there, people will not recog-
nize how dangerous Zika truly is.

Opponents of the WHO’s actions 
include Amir Attaran, Professor of Law 
and Population Health at Ottawa Univer-
sity, who strongly believes that the WHO 
needs to step up and take action.

“...[W]ould anyone in their right 
mind send a half million people into 
the heart an epidemic to pick it up and 
return them to all corners of the world? 
Of course not, that would be foolish,” At-
taran said. “But because of the Olympics, 
we’re pretending this is not a problem? 
That’s just too illogical and unethical 
for words.”

 There are also numerous en-
vironmental concerns that contribute 
to the widespread uncertainty among 
expected attendees of the Games. Ide-
ally, Rio’s Guanabara Bay is supposed 
to host the sailing and swimming events. 
However recent tests found its water pol-
luted with large amounts of sewage and 
trash. After participating in test events, 
several athletes felt sick and some were 
even infected with Methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA). MRSA 
infections can escalate quickly and even 
be life threatening. Water event athletes 
should not have to compete in contami-
nated and treacherous waters.

Spectating or competing in the 
Olympics is, for many, a once-in-a-
lifetime experience. Fans and athletes 
should not have to worry about getting 
sick. Rio has everything that an ideal 
Olympic host country should lack: po-
lit ical instability, health threats and 
environmental contamination. 

As of now, the best course of action 
for the entire world would be a postpone-
ment of the 2016 Summer Olympics until 
the challenges in Brazil are resolved.

Art by Gillian Moser
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by Chenab Khakh
The job of an educator is to spark cu-

riosity and to foster a lifelong love for learn-
ing. This passion for influencing generations 
of ideal citizens is embedded in their daily 
lives. With this passion for teaching and in-
spiring youngsters, it is a bittersweet moment 
when an educator must make the decision to 
retire. This year, Hewlett will be parting with 
two memorable educators: Director of Art and 
Music Kevin Bayen 
and business teacher 
Abby Weiss. 

For over 38 
years, Bayen has 
dedicated his tal-
ents to our district. 
He has gone above 
and beyond to make 
the art and music 
departments award-
winning while con-
tinuing to personally 
improve the lives 
of thousands of stu-
dents. 

Beginning his 
career at Hewlett-
Woodmere in 1979, 
Bayen first worked 
as the elementary 
school band director and then later moved to 
the middle school and high school. By 1989, 
Bayen was appointed the Director of Music 
and just three years ago he assumed the role as 
District Director of Music and Art. 

“I am very proud of the work that I have 
accomplished as a teacher and administrator 
in Hewlett-Woodmere,” Bayen said. “We have 
had tremendous success and moved the pro-
gram forward from where it was 40 years ago.”

Making music is one of Bayen’s great-
est joys in life and being able to teach students 

has been extremely rewarding for him. He is 
very excited about the evolution that the music 
education program has undergone.

“Making music is what it is all about 
and we have made some wonderful music in 
Hewlett-Woodmere,” Bayen said. “Our per-
forming ensembles are some of the finest in 
the country and we have a lot to be proud of.”

Over the decades, Hewlett has become a 
part of him and he holds many dear memories 

from his years here. 
When asked about 
some of the highlights 
in his teaching career, 
Bayen talked about 
his students, specifi-
cally those who he still 
keeps in touch with. 
Further, Bayen would 
like to acknowledge 
working with some of 
the finest music edu-
cators in the country 
and performances at 
the South Street Sea-
port, Columbus Day 
Parade, Disney World, 
Lincoln Memorial and 
Carnegie Hall. 

“[I will miss 
most] the people, the 

kids, the wonderful teachers I get to work with 
every day,” Bayen said. 

The decision to retire did not come easy 
to Bayen, and he plans to stay active in NYS-
SMA and other professional music education 
organizations. He and his wife have planned 
to retire together and have opened a studio to 
teach privately. He has mixed feelings, as he 
is happy to be moving on to a new chapter but 
is nervous about what the future will bring. 
What is certain, however, is that Bayen will 
always be deeply cherished by the district.

by Samantha Stern
On Tuesday, May 19, about 50 

G.W. Hewlett High School students 
gathered to rally on the school fields 
in response to a video posted online 
showing a confrontation between a 
Hewlett High School teacher and stu-
dent during a physical education class. 
The incident occurred on May 9, and 
was posted to a Boston-based sports 
fan website, called Barstool Sports, 
later that week by an anonymous ac-
count. Students at the rally held signs 
and chanted the slogan, “support the 
teacher, suspend the student.” 
Local media stations reported 
live from the scene, interview-
ing students on their thoughts 
on the matter.

Brianna Azimov ’17 initi-
ated the rally, using social me-
dia to invite classmates to sup-
port the teacher. While it has 
not been neither confirmed nor 
denied by the administration, rumors 
circulating around the district say that 
the teacher had been suspended be-
cause of the matter. The validity of the 
rumors has not been assessed. It is also 
unknown if the student received a pun-
ishment, and to what extent. 

Nevertheless, this prompted Azi-
mov, who believed that the teacher 
was not at fault, to launch a petition on 
change.org to “bring back” the teacher. 
The petition has since garnered 5,875 
signatures from students, parents, 
alumni and others and has amassed a 

large social media presence.
Azimov was pleased with the 

amount of students who showed up at 
the rally to support the teacher.

“I expected maybe five or ten 
people,” Azimov said.

  Azimov’s goal was to show the 
administration the amount of support 
behind the teacher and persuade them 
to reinstate the teacher (if he was in 
fact suspended).

“I hoped to show the adminis-
tration that even if they    

refuse to acknowledge the      
support…then we would bring the sup-
port to them personally and show them 
that we will stand up for what is right 
no matter the efforts,” she said.

While he could not comment on 
the specifics of the situation in ac-
cordance to district and legal policy, 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ralph 
Marino released a statement on the 
district’s Facebook page regarding the 
video.

“The Hewlett-Woodmere School 
District is aware of the video currently 

circulating on the Internet and social 
media regarding an interaction be-
tween a teacher and a student,” Marino 
said. “Appropriate and responsible ac-
tion to address this matter is under-
way. We are precluded from providing 
further at this information at this time 
due to the applicable privacy interests 
of the respective parties. Thank you 
for your understanding.”

The school administration, too, 
could not comment on specifics of the 

interaction. They were, how-
ever, in attendance at the 
rally, allowing students 
to voice their opinions as 
per the First Amendment 

as long as everyone’s safe-
ty was intact.

“We made a decision 
to allow the protest to occur 

on school grounds,” Princi-
pal Dr. Theodore Fulton said. 
“In coordination we worked 

with the local media because we felt 
that it was important that the students 
were safe in an appropriate environ-
ment while they expressed their rights 
as citizens in a democracy.”

Local police officers were also 
present at the rally, but declined to 
comment their thoughts. They reiterat-
ed that they were simply there to make 
sure everyone was safe.

The situation remains contro-
versial, however, as some believe that 
teacher was in fact at fault and should 
be reprimanded in some way.

by Samantha Stern
G.W. Hewlett High School was 

named a Reward School for the 2016-2017 
school year for the first time by the New 
York State Education Department. Hewlett 
High School was one of 98 New York 
high schools to earn the recognition. The 
requirements for the award are as follows: 
a school needs Adequate Yearly Progress 
for all accountability subgroups for the 
2013-2014 and 2014-2015 school years; have 
no significant gaps in student achievement 
between subgroups; have a performance 
index in ELA and mathematics in the top 
20 percent of all New York high schools; 
have a four-year graduation rate exceed-
ing 80 percent while also surpassing the 
state average for students graduating with 
a Regents diploma with advanced designa-
tion or a Career and Technical Education 
endorsement.

On Friday, April 8 Spectrum was 
awarded the first place prize in the “Best 
High School Newspaper” category at the 
LIU Post Best of High School Journalism 
awards. Many Long Island schools were in 
attendance including Jericho, Chaminade, 
Kellenberg, Half Hollow Hills West, Lyn-
brook, Sewanhaka, Commack, Westhamp-
ton Beach and Kings Park. Four editors and 
the two advisors,Rick Royals and  Rosema-
rie Scalfani, attended the award ceremony 
at LIU Post, where they also participated in 
several workshops concerning LIU Post’s 
journalism department. Students were able 
to learn about the university’s radio station, 
school newspaper The Pioneer and its game 
design program.

StudentS Rally FoR teacheR awaRdS

hewlett BidS FaRwell to Bayen and weiSS
as one of the two coordinators of the Senior 
Year Project. She is grateful to have showed 
seniors the importance of self-reflection, per-
sistence, effective communication, network-
ing, and dedication as they prepare for the “real 
world.”  

Teaching at Hewlett High School has 
impacted Weiss very profoundly and she will 
carry her memories here for life. Being a part 
of the education for young people who plan to 

pursue careers in 
business has been 
very satisfying 
to her. She will 
really miss the 
relationships she 
has made with 
her students and 
how the Hewlett-
Woodmere edu-
cational process 
has impacted 
them. Further, she 
will miss the rela-
tionships she has 
formed with her 
colleagues. 

“When you 
spend 184 days a 
year in one place 

with 1100 young 
people and approximately 100 colleagues 
there are memories made every day,” Weiss 
said. “There are some incredible experiences 
that I have had on these 2,500 plus days and 
they will remain with me forever.”

Hewlett will miss these two valuable teach-
ers who have devoted so much to the district 
and its students. On behalf of the Hewlett-
Woodmere district, Spectrum would like to 
thank Mr. Bayen and Mrs. Weiss for their ded-
ication and love for the district and wish them 
the best on their retirement. 

“I feel blessed and honored to have 
worked in Hewlett-Woodmere and been given 
the opportunity to do what I do best: teach kids 
and make music,” Bayen said. “I will always 
be grateful and proud of what we have accom-
plished.”

The business department also has 
mixed feelings as Weiss prepares to clean out 
her office. Moreover, while she is excited about 
retirement, Weiss did not come to the decision 
easily. She went back and 
forth about the idea for a 
long time, and ultimately 
decided it was the right 
time. Hewlett will miss 
Weiss tremendously as 
she has gone above and 
beyond to prepare stu-
dents for the business 
and professional world. 

After working 
for years in an entrepre-
neurial position, Weiss 
decided to take her busi-
ness talents to the educa-
tion field in 2000. For 16 
years, she has been pivot-
al in student success with 
business classes and has 
savored every minute. 

“I have enjoyed, more than any-
thing, the opportunity to assist students in their 
preparation for their future careers and for the 
workplace by teaching appropriate skills to 
them in CTC- Interview Day, resume writ-
ing, use of Naviance to explore career and col-
lege options,” Weiss said. “I also have enjoyed 
teaching classes in Marketing, Advertising and 
Sports and Entertainment Marketing, again, 
because of the proliferation of career options 
available to graduates in these fields partially 
due to the onset of the digital age.”

Weiss has also played an important role 

Courtesy of Hewlett Yearbook ClubCourtesy of Hewlett-Woodmere Public Schools
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by Bharvi Charvre
On April 20, 2016, Secretary of the 

Treasury Jacob J. Lew announced that 
Harriet Tubman would be replacing An-
drew Jackson on the $20 bill. Tubman 
will be the first woman to be featured on 
American currency since Martha Wash-
ington, who appeared on the $1 silver cer-
tificate from 1886 to 1957. Jackson will be 
pictured on the back of the $20 bill next 
to the picture of the White House. It was 
also announced that the $5 bill will be 
redesigned to feature civil rights leaders 
such as Martin Luther King Jr., Eleanor 
Roosevelt and Marian Anderson.

Last summer, the Treasury an-
nounced that it would consider alter-
ing the $10 bill by replacing Alexander 
Hamilton with a woman, placing guards 
against counterfeiting and creating fea-
tures to assist the blind. However, there 
was a big push to preserve Hamilton, es-
pecially after the enormous success of the 
Broadway musical, “Hamilton.” 

The Treasury hopes to have the new 
designs completed and printed on the $20 
bill by 2020 to honor the 100th anniver-
sary of the ratification of the 19th Amend-
ment, which granted suffrage to women; 
the Amendment was passed on August 
18, 1920.  

Harriet Tubman, born Araminta 
Harriet Ross, was born between 1820 and 
1825 (the exact birth year is not known) in 
Maryland to enslaved parents. As a slave, 
she suffered physical violence daily, and 
was even hit by a two pound weight dur-
ing her childhood. Due to the injuries she 
suffered, Tubman endured seizures, se-

Harriet tubman replaces andrew Jackson 

by Eliana Berger
The White House Correspondents’ As-

sociation puts on an annual black-tie dinner 
to sponsor scholarship funds for students in 
college journalism programs. This year’s din-
ner was held on Apr. 30, and many gathered 
to enjoy President Obama’s last White House 
Correspondents’ Dinner speech.

In recent years, the dinners have attract-
ed an increasing amount of public attention; 
the attendance list includes top sports figures, 
Hollywood stars and business officials.

Obama began his final speech 
by poking fun at his age in comparison 
to when he entered the Presidency.

“Eight years ago I was a young 
man, full of idealism and vigor,” 
Obama said. “And look at me 
now: I am grey and grizzled, and 
just counting down the days ‘till 
my death panel.’”

Although Obama made 
many jokes about Donald Trump, 
Trump himself was not in atten-
dance. 

“I am a little hurt he’s 
[Trump’s] not here tonight, we 
had so much fun the last time,” Obama said. 
“And it is surprising - you have a room full 
of reporters, celebrities, cameras. And he says 
no. Is this dinner too tacky for The Donald?”

The President also made fun of other 
Democrats, including presidential hopeful 
Bernie Sanders, who was present at the event. 

“We’ve got the bright new face of the 
Democratic Party here tonight - Mr. Bernie 
Sanders!” Obama said. “You look like a mil-
lion bucks. Or to put it in terms you’ll under-
stand, you look like 37,000 donations of $27 
each.” 

Democratic frontrunner Hillary Clin-

ton was also awarded her fair share of jokes, 
as Obama mocked her efforts to win the sup-
port of young Americans. Clinton’s attempt 
to connect with young people was compared 
to an aunt who couldn’t figure out how to use 
Facebook.

The President even subtly predicted 
who he thought would win the Presidential 
election. 

“Next year at this time, someone else 
will be standing here in this very spot, and it’s 
anyone’s guess who she will be,” Obama said, 
referring to Clinton. 

    Co- median Larry Wilmore 
fol lowed the President, also 

m a k- ing fun of many politi-
cians. Many were 
offended by some of 

Wilmore’s comments, call-
ing them racist, as he began 

his speech by welcoming the 
audience to “Negro Night.” 

Wilmore also made fun 
of Obama’s age and his failure 
to complete some of the things 
that he promised to do, includ-
ing the closure of Guantanamo 

Bay. 
This year’s scholarship recipients in-

cluded 18 scholarship winners from Howard 
University, Northwestern University, Colum-
bia University, University of Missouri, Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley, University of 
Maryland and the George Washington Uni-
versity. 

Obama ended his speech by thank-
ing the media, dropping his mic and saying 
“Obama out.” Although this was the Presi-
dent’s eighth Correspondents’ Dinner, he was 
able to entertain the crowd with his jabs at fel-
low politicians.

obama drops tHe mic

vere headaches and narcoleptic episodes 
for the rest of her life. In 1844, Tubman 
married John Tubman, a free black man. 

In 1849, Harriet Tubman managed 
to escape slavery and traveled nearly 90 
miles to Philadelphia through the Under-
ground Railroad, a network of secret routes 
and safe houses. Instead of settling in the 
freedom of the North, Tubman decided to 
help others escape the chains of slavery. 
She made her first of many trips when 
she brought 
her niece and 
family back 
to safety. Tub-
man’s dedica-
tion to help-
ing others and 
l e a d e r s h i p 
earned her 
the nickname 
“Moses.” She 
helped lead 
over 300 slaves 
to freedom, and remained active during 
the Civil War. Tubman was the first wom-
an to lead an armed expedition into war 
and ran the Combahee River Raid, which 
freed over 700 slaves in South Carolina. 

Tubman died in 1913 of pneumonia, 
but her name and work were never forgot-
ten. She became an American idol, and 
deserves to be honored for her work.  

For the past few years, a non-profit 
organization called Women On 20s has 
been pushing for the addition of women 
in U.S. currency. Tubman was ultimately 
selected after a voting process in which 
over 1 million votes were cast. She was 

included in the final round of voting with 
Eleanor Roosevelt, Rosa Parks and Wil-
ma Mankiller. Other candidates included 
Alice Paul, Betty Friedan, Shirley Ch-
isholm, Sojourner Truth, Rachel Carson, 
Barbara Johnson, Margaret Sanger, Patsy 
Mink, Clara Barton, Frances Perkins, Su-
san B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stan-
ton, as well as many others.

The organization celebrated Lew’s 
announcement regarding the addition of 

Tubman on the 
$20 bill.

“ W e 
have been 
looking to this 
Treasury Sec-
retary to put a 
woman front 
and center as 
soon as pos-
sible and pow-
erfully inspire 
the quest for 

gender equality going forward,” Susan 
Ades Stone, the Executive Director of 
Women On 20s, said. “This is just a vic-
tory for the millions of American people, 
young and old, who cared enough about 
women and their worth to rally for this 
historic change.”

Although women have been fea-
tured on past U.S. currency, most of the 
currency has had limited distribution. For 
example, Susan B. Anthony, a famous 
suffragist, was the first woman to have 
her face on American coinage (not in-
cluding the Statue of Liberty), appearing 
on the one-dollar coin. However, people 

mistook the coins for quarters, so the sil-
ver coins were replaced by gold-colored 
dollar coins that displayed Sacagawea, a 
Shoshone Indian guide that accompanied 
the Lewis and Clark expedition in the 
early nineteenth century. Although both 
coins currently remain in circulation, 
they are not commonly used. 

The $20 bill was chosen for revision 
because of the actions of Andrew Jack-
son, the seventh president of the United 
States. Although Jackson was celebrated 
for his military skill, founding of the 
Democratic Party and identification with 
the common man, he passed the Indian 
Removal Act of 1830. This act forced 
the relocation of Native American tribes 
into Oklahoma, to make room for white 
European settlers in southeastern United 
States. This resulted in the deaths of thou-
sands of Native Americans from disease 
and starvation. Moreover, Jackson was 
also an opponent of the banking system, 
so it is quite ironic that he is displayed on 
American currency. 

“The decision to put Harriet Tub-
man on the new $20 was driven by thou-
sands of responses we received from 
Americans young and old,” Lew said.  “I 
have been particularly struck by the many 
comments and reactions from children for 
whom Harriet Tubman is not just a histor-
ical figure, but a role model for leadership 
and participation in our democracy… Her 
incredible story of courage and commit-
ment to equality embodies the ideals of 
democracy that our nation celebrates, and 
we will continue to value her legacy by 
honoring her on our currency.”

taking time for tsa
by Ben Rapp

Since February, more than 4,000 pas-
sengers have missed their flights at Chi-
cago’s O’Hare International Airport due to 
long Transportation Security Administration 
(TSA) lines. On Tuesday, May 17, about 450 
airline passengers were unable to board their 
American Airline flights for this reason. Many 
were waiting on the security line for more than 
two hours. While the TSA apologized for the 
delay, Peter Neffenger, a TSA administra-
tor, attributed the long wait to the loss of em-
ployees over the past two 
years.

The House Over-
sight Committee an-
nounced on May 23 that 
Kelly Hoggan, the TSA’s 
assistant administrator 
for the Office of Security 
Operations, was recently 
removed from his posi-
tion. This occured following Con-
gressional scrutiny over his  exceedingly large 
recent bonus of $90,000, despite security lines 
not improving. 

There is a “#IHateTheWait” hashtag 
trending on social media, where passengers 
have been complaining about their long waits 
on the airport security lines. However, TSA 
officials are unwilling to make travel more 
convenient if it will result in less safety.

“Traveler Security is the TSA’s first pri-
ority and we remain intensely focused on our 
important mission,” the TSA said in a state-
ment regarding safety precautions.

It is estimated that 10 million people will 
fly in the United States this summer and have 
to pass through TSA security checkpoints. An 
American Airlines spokesperson is fearful of 
the upcoming rush in travellers because with 

flights often being full, it will be extremely 
challenging to reschedule those who miss their 
flights due to TSA lines. As a result, airports in 
Chicago and all over the world are now recom-
mending that travelers arrive at the airport at 
least three hours prior to their flight.

With this great inconvenience in air 
travel, airlines are trying to decrease wait 
times by allowing frequent flier miles to be 
used for TSA-Precheck and hiring non-se-
curity personnel to perform tasks at security 
checkpoints such as moving bins. 

“This is unaccept-
able to all of us, and the 
federal government can, 
and should, do better,” 
Robert Osem, American 
Airlines’ chief operating 
officer, said.

The Secretary of 
Homeland Security, Jeh 
Johnson, is asking airlines 

to waive fees on checked bags since 
the security involved with carry-on items 
wastes much time.

To fix these recent issues, the TSA has 
implemented a 10 step plan, which included 
hiring 768 screeners and bringing in more ca-
nine teams. On top of that, the TSA has added 
four new airlines to their Pre-Check Program. 
This program allows frequent, registered trav-
elers to go through security faster by evading 
the requirement of removing shoes, belts, hats 
and laptops from bags. 

“Expanding TSA Pre-Check will en-
able more travelers to experience the pro-
gram’s benefits while improving security and 
reducing checkpoint wait times,” Peter Nef-
fenger, a TSA administrator, said.

Many customers hope that the TSA will 
fix the long lines in time for the busy summer.
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individuals.There is not one aspect of my job 
that I don’t enjoy.”

Harrison is also looking forward to 
continuing her program initiatives includ-
ing Parent University, College Bootcamps 
and PPS Pals. 

Additionally, Fulton shared that he 
entered the field of education to help students 
specifically, and that he is grateful for being 
able to to work with a diverse variety of 
students and parents. His biggest highlight 
is Hewlett being named a “Reward School” 
and he plans to do his best to continue to 
celebrate the high level of achievements of 
our students. 

“I look forward to working with our 
teachers and to continue to provide new, 
exciting, and beneficial academic oppor-
tunities for our students,” Fulton said. “In 
addition, I will work to continue to provide 
programs, information, and resources for 
students related to the many academic, 
social, and emotional issues facing young 
adults today.”

Mangeri also added that working at 
Hewlett has impacted him tremendously, so 
his tenure at the high school is very special 
to him. 

“I have the opportunity to work with 
a fantastic and talented group of teachers 
that care about students,” Mangeri said. “I 
have had the opportunity to meet so many 
great students. The interactions with stu-
dents have enriched my life because of the 
many talents that students exhibit. I look 
forward to working collaboratively with the 
students and teachers to help make Hewlett 
a place that prepares students for college 
and beyond.”

These three administrators agree 
when it comes to their future plans for 
students, considering the children are the 
reason they all began work in this field. It 

previously uncommitted delegates who have 
now voted in his favor, Trump has reached 
1,239 delegates. It is likely that this number 
will jump in the upcoming caucuses of major 
states such as California and New Jersey on 
June 7. Additionally, remaining states such as 
Montana, New Mexico and South Dakota will 
also continue to hold their primaries on June 7. 

On Thursday, Trump thanked 15 pre-
viously uncommitted delegates from North 
Dakota for voting in his favor and putting him 
“right over the top.” In total, Trump has defeated 
16 Republican contenders and is hopeful that he 
will do the same to the Democratic nominee. Al-
though the Democratic nominee is still in ques-
tion, Trump has been openly confident about 
his abilities to sweep both Sanders and Clinton 
in the upcoming November election.

“The problem with debating 
Bernie? He’s going to lose,” Trump said. 

Trump is also confident 
in his ability to beat Clinton, 
as she is still lagging to beat 
Sanders for the nomination.

“Here I am watching Hillary 
fight and she can’t close the deal,” Trump 
said. “That should be such an easy deal to close.”

Although Trump and his campaign 
are celebrating their likely nomination and 
are confident for the upcoming general elec-
tion, they recognize that the business tycoon 
will need to broaden his appeal, especially 
among constituent groups such as minori-
ties and women, in order to be successful in 
the general election. Therefore, Trump has 
recently spent time in Washington D.C., in 
hopes of gaining the support of GOP lead-
ers such as Speaker of the House Paul Ryan. 

by Chenab Khakh
This year, Hewlett High School is 

proud to announce four new administrative 
and teacher tenures. Congratulations to 
Principal Theodore Fulton, PPS Chairperson 
Mary Harrison, Assistant Principal Richard 
Mangeri and math teacher Richard Royals 
for becoming permanent members of the 
Hewlett family. 

These four educators are treasures 
in our school as they work tirelessly to put 
students first and positively influence future 
generations. Being a teacher means fostering 
a lifelong love for learning, and it is certain 
that these educators maintain that as their 
priority. 

When asked how they feel about 
their tenure, all replied with excitement and 
shared highlights about their careers so far. 

“I’m happy, delighted, honored and 
very humbled,” Fulton said. “Being rec-
ognized for my work as an educator in the 
Hewlett-Woodmere School District is a 
tremendous honor and something for which 
I am quite proud.”

The tenure reception occurred on 
April 19 this year at the Woodmere Educa-
tion Center. Eight teachers in total were 
tenured district-wide in addition to several 
other administrators and educators. 

All four of these faculty members have 
made a big impact in Hewlett throughout 
their years here, and they look forward to 
continuing their careers at the high school. 

When asked about her tenure, Har-
rison responded that she is extremely grate-
ful and is excited for a bright future in the 
PPS office. 

“The counselors and clerical staff 
work tirelessly to ensure student success,” 
Harrison said. “We work as a great team as 
we all enjoy each other’s company. I have 
never worked with a group of such dedicated 

by Louisa Evola
As the final weeks of the United States 

primary season are approaching, presidential 
candidates Bernie Sanders and Hillary Clinton 
are continuing to fight to secure the Demo-
cratic nomination, while presidential candidate 
Donald Trump is looking toward the general 
election in November as the likely Republican 
nominee. In a result that once seemed unthink-
able to many Republicans, Trump became the 
presumptive GOP nominee on May 3, 
after Senator Ted Cruz suspended 
his campaign for president. Despite 
Cruz’s success in the Wisconsin 
caucus on April 4, his crushing loss 
to Trump in Indiana almost 
one month later obliterated 
any chance of denying Trump 
the nomination. 

In his concession speech 
on May 4, Cruz made no mention of Trump, 
instead telling dejected supporters that he no 
longer saw a clear path to secure the nomination. 

“From the beginning, I’ve said that I would 
continue on as long as there was a viable path to 
victory,” Cruz said. “Tonight, I’m sorry to say, 
it appears that path has been foreclosed. We left 
it all on the field, Indiana; we gave it everything 
we’ve got. But the voters chose another path.” 

Cruz campaigned vigorously in Indiana, 
making numerous retail stops and greeting 
supporters at as many as five different places 
per day, as well as announcing a potential 
vice-presidential running mate, former Hewlett-
Packard CEO Carly Fiorina. Despite these ef-
forts, Cruz only managed to garner 36.7 percent 
of the vote in the Indiana primary, while Ohio 
Governor John Kasich received 7.5 percent and 

Trump took home the 55.8 percent majority.
Less than 24 hours after Cruz’s campaign 

suspension, Kasich, a moderate voice among 
the Republican candidates who stuck out the 
race to become Trump’s final challenger, also 
suspended his campaign. Although Kasich 
presented himself as the optimistic candidate 
in a gloomy race and continuously refused to 
unleash the kinds of personal attacks that had 
been a defining characteristic of the Republican 

campaign, this was not enough 
for the Ohio Governor to even 
come close to Trump or Cruz 
in the race. In fact, he failed 
to win any state but his own. 

In remarks in Colum-
bus, Ohio, Kasich recalled 
the emotional moments he 
had on the campaign trail and 
stressed the need to “live a life 

bigger than ourselves.” He did not mention 
Trump or explain why he was leaving the race. 

“I have always said that the Lord has 
a purpose for me, as he has for everyone,” 
Kasich said. “And as I suspend my cam-
paign today, I have renewed faith, deeper 
faith, that the Lord will show me the way 
forward and fulfill the purpose of my life.”

With Cruz and Kasich out of the race, 
Trump is the only official Republican candi-
date left standing. However, he is still only the 
“likely presidential nominee,” as he will not 
formally accept the party’s nomination until 
the Republican convention on July 18-21. Nev-
ertheless, Trump has technically succeeded in 
clinching the nomination as of Thursday, May 
26, when he surpassed the needed threshold 
of 1,237 delegates. With the new support of 

is safe to say that with these three leaders in 
the district, students will always have op-
portunities to excel and achieve highly due 
to the immense dedication of such faculty.

“I love working with Hewlett High 
School students,” Fulton said. “From their 
innocence as freshmen hoping they find 
their way to classes to their self-assured 
maturity as seniors looking forward to their 
future learning potential, I feel privileged 
to be a part of their growth. Hewlett High 
School students are our next generation of 
scientists, doctors, leaders, politicians and 
business owners, and I feel empowered 
knowing I had a hand in helping create their 
educational experience.”

It is amazing to say that this year, 
Royals, the beloved Spectrum advisor and 
math teacher, is also here to stay. 

“I love working with the students, 
both in and out of the classroom,” Royals 
said. “I love that I learn something new each 
and every day. I’m very proud of the work 
that has been produced by the students that 
I’ve worked with on Student Council and 
Spectrum.”

Being tenured is a special moment in 
an educators life as it confirms their passion 
and talent for instilling values in the upcom-
ing generations. It is very wonderful to have 
such fantastic and caring administrators and 
teachers joining the Hewlett family this year.

Trump ClinChes TiCkeT, ClinTon and sanders BaTTle
As for the Democratic primary, no 

candidate has been named the likely nominee 
yet; however, political analysts predict that 
Clinton will triumph based on her overwhelm-
ing number of superdelegates and leading 
number of pledged delegates over Sanders. 
Currently, Clinton has 1,796 pledged delegates 
to Sanders’ 1,501, and leads him in the popular 
vote by a little over 3 million votes. While 
this margin is not necessarily a run away for 
Clinton, she holds a tremendous amount of 
superdelegates: 543 to Sanders’ mere 44. For 
this reason, political analysts predict that even 
if Clinton performs significantly below her 
current polling in New Jersey, California and 
o t h e r primaries on June 7, she will still 
likely pass the threshold of 2,383 

necessary to clinch the nomina-
tion with her superdelegates. 

Despite these claims, 
Sanders reaffirmed his unwill-

ingness to give up the nomination 
on Sunday, May 29, when he issued 
a statement explaining that regardless 
of the outcome of the primaries on 
June 7, he will still be heading to 

the Democratic Convention in July. Sanders, 
though lacking in superdelegates, is hopeful 
because the votes are not yet secured. As more 
and more controversy about Clinton and her 
personal e-mail scandals emerges, Sanders 
is hopeful that superdelegates will switch 
their votes on the day of the Convention. 

No matter how the Democratic primaries 
play out, one thing is for sure: America has 
been amidst some of the most controversial, 
publicized primaries in its history that are sure 
to bring about an interesting general election.

FulTon, mangeri, harrison and royals Tenured
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Google Innovates at Developer Conference

by Chenab Khakh
In a world where gadgets and gizmos 

are often a man’s best friend, new products and 
updates always stir excitement among crowds. 
Specifically, as smartphones have become an 
essential part of our daily lives, there has been in-
creasing innovation in the wearable technology 
industry. So when the groundbreaking Kick-
starter project Pebble launched two successor 
smartwatches and its first ever non-smartwatch 
device, it was not surprising to see more than 
30,000 backers in less than 24 hours.

The popularity of wearable technology, 
including smartwatches and health trackers, has 
skyrocketed in recent years with a greater em-
phasis on healthier and more efficient lifestyle 
trends. Tech giants such as Apple, Google and 
Microsoft have been taking advantage of the 
growing need for people to have their “whole 
life” closer and easier to access by designing 
competitive smartwatches. But Pebble, which 
has been around since 2011, has devoted its 
entire existence to the smartwatch industry. This 
company specializes in wearable technology 
and is sweeping the wearable industry with 
seemingly unbeatable durability, dependability, 
innovation and affordability.

On May 24, Pebble released the Pebble 
2, Pebble Time 2 and the Pebble Core on 
Kickstarter in limited amounts to be available 
for shipment in the coming fall. The campaign 
will last until June 30; however, the $1 million 
goal was achieved within just hours of the initial 
launch. The watches are available in discounted 
prices on the campaign.

The Pebble 2 has clear aesthetic im-
provements, but the major addition is in the 
activity tracking. The company claims that 
now all future watches will employ heart rate 

monitoring to track activity. This new dedication 
for precise fitness tracking stems from Pebble’s 
understanding that the third pillar of the smart-
watch industry is activity monitoring, next to 
notifications and communication. The device 
will also include new Corning Gorilla Glass and 
a built-in microphone, retailing for $129 when 
it goes on sale later this year. 

The company also introduced the Pebble 
Time 2, which combines technology from its 
predecessors, the Pebble Time and the Pebble 
Time Steel. The Time 2 is expected to retail 
after fall 2016 at a $199 price tag in three col-
ors. A few distinct features of the Pebble Time 
2 include a steel frame with a smaller bezel 
than previous watches, a color e-paper display 
with a 53 percent increase in screen size, a 10 
day battery life and the same size frame. This 
watch is also coated in scratch-resistant glass, 
is water-resistant up to 30 meters, has a built-in 
microphone and new heart rate monitors.

While the two new smartwatches have 
gained tremendous popularity rapidly, the 
Pebble Core has been the frontrunner of this 
recent campaign. The Core’s design is geared 
for runners because of the many features it 
possesses: built-in GPS, a headphone jack or 
bluetooth for connections to Spotify over 3G or 
WiFi, the ability to call Uber and send an SMS. 
The device itself is small and square, with a 
keychain or leather clip to make it easy to carry 
around. It has a battery life of about nine hours, 
and will retail for $99. 

Future competition will be fierce for 
wearables, but Pebble is becoming a stronger 
competitor. The company has made great strides 
in recent years with several new smartwatches 
and now, the Pebble Core. The tech world is 
excited to see what lies in the future for Pebble.

by Lenny Khazan
 Last month, Google held its 

annual developer conference, Google 
I/O, to show the world what it has been 
working on for the past year. Developers 
also got the opportunity to get a head 
start on implementing some of these 
new features for their apps before they 
went live to users. The three-day con-
ference was kicked off by the Keynote, 
a two-hour event that took place on 
the morning of May 18, where Google 
CEO Sundar Pichai took the stage to 
announce the latest Google projects.

 One of the annual traditions 
of Google I/O is the announcement of 
the name for the latest Android update. 
“Android N,” as it has been referred to 
for the last several months, has been 
in developer preview since March, and 
includes features like split-screen mul-
titasking and picture-in-picture mode. 
But this time, instead of giving Android 
N a name, the company decided to let 
the public have a say. Google set up a 
website where anybody can suggest a 
name for the newest update, and prom-
ised to announce the final name at a later 
date.

 Google has been on the out-
skirts of the virtual reality industry 
since 2014 when it announced Google 
Cardboard, a $5 VR headset that is 
powered by your phone. Now, Google 
is finally taking the industry more seri-
ously. First, the company is launching 
Daydream - a new virtual reality plat-
form that can run on a phone. Daydream 
creates a unified place where users can 
access and use virtual reality apps. 
Google has already announced a lineup 
of VR-ready apps that will be ready 
the day Daydream launches, including 
YouTube, Street View and Google Pho-

tos. Several other companies have also 
signed on to develop for Daydream, 
including Netflix and Electronic Arts.

 Google also announced that it 
will publish a design for a smartphone-
based virtual reality headset, which 
other companies can work off of to 
build and sell their own. While Google 
has not (yet) announced any plans to 
make its own headsets, the opportunity 
for third-parties to start making higher 
quality devices is definitely a step up 
from Google Cardboard. The company 
will also publish a reference design for 
a controller to be used in conjunction 

with a headset.
Addit ional-

ly, Google an-

nounced two 
new commu-
nication apps 
designed to 
compliment 
i ts  exist ing 
app, Google 
H a n g o u t s . 
The first of these is Allo, a traditional 
messaging app likely created to com-
pete with Whatsapp and Facebook Mes-
senger. Despite its similarity to these 
apps, Allo comes with a few distin-
guishing features to set it apart from the 
competition. First, when you receive a 
message, Allo will suggest contextual 
responses that you can send with the tap 
of a button. This even works for images 
that you receive - Allo will understand 
what is in the image and suggest what 
to say. Of course, Allo will still let you 
type out and send whatever message 
you want, but is designed to automate 
some of the more tedious parts of a 

by Evan Panzer
Uber is a growing rideshare company 

that was originally founded in San Francisco in 
2009 by Travis Kalanick and Garrett Camp. The 
mobile app allows users to submit a trip request, 
which is then sent to Uber drivers in the area, 
who will pick up the customer in their own car. 
This business model is very different from the 
use of taxis or other transportation methods. In 
fact, Uber’s business model has been copied 
many times through a movement known as 
“Uberification.”

Today, Uber is more popular than ever 
before. The company’s market value  reached 
about $62 billion as of the end of 2015. How-
ever, there are many people who question the 
legality and safety of Uber. Getting into the 
car of a stranger can be very dangerous. Also, 
how can the consumer know that their driver is 
licensed to drive a taxicab? Because of the many 
concerns related to this relatively new form of 
transportation, Uber has begun to make changes 
in order to keep business alive.

One of the recent updates released by 
Uber is the ability to track the Uber ride of 
someone linked to your family account. Family 
accounts were introduced 
about two months ago, 
and allow up to 10 people 
to join a family, a single 
account which handles 
all payments. Whenever 
somebody linked to your 
family account begins their 
ride, the family account’s 
creator will be able to see 
where the ride is going in 
real time. The goal of this 
feature is to allow someone 

to know where you are in case something goes 
wrong during the ride.  

Another development that Uber is work-
ing on is the use of self-driving cars. The com-
pany recently began real-world tests of the new 
technology, including one in Pittsburgh over the 
next few weeks. Pittsburgh was chosen as the 
home for the trial because it is an area of “world-
class engineering and research facilities.” The 
car being used to test this new feature has been 
described as a “Hybrid Ford Fusion” by Uber. 
For now, there are trained drivers who ride in 
the cars to monitor them. According to Uber, 
the use of autonomous vehicles will decrease 
the high percentage of car accidents caused by 
human error. Also, the comapny believes that 
eventually, the use of self driving cars will result 
in more affordable and accessible transportation. 
However, autonomous cars are still being tested  
with data collected using radar, scanners and 
hi-resolution cameras. 

Overall, Uber has definitely listened to 
the consumers’ concerns of making a more safe 
and reliable experience. With its Family Safety 
features, many passengers feel safer when us-
ing Uber. 

Pebble Updates Lineup

conversation.
 Allo also includes the Google 

Assistant, an intelligent assistant de-
signed to do the heavy lifting for you. 
For example, Pichai says the Google 
Assistant will be able to help you find 
a movie just by knowing your movie 
preferences and who you are seeing the 
movie with. If the Google Assistant is 
really as powerful as Pichai claims, it 
will certainly give Allo a major advan-
tage over its competitors. However, 
the Google Assistant has also raised 
some privacy concerns over how much 
Google knows about your life. To solve 

this, Google 
h a s  i n -
cluded an 
“ i n c o g -

n i t o 

m o d e ” 
for Allo, which includes end-to-end 
encryption, expiring messages and 
private notifications.

 The second messaging app is 
Duo, a new video chat app to take on 
FaceTime and Skype. One of the crown-
ing features of the app is Knock Knock, 
which allows you to see a video feed of 
the person calling you before you pick 
up. Both Duo and Allo will be available 
on iOS and Android this summer.

 Google is also launching a 
smart home assistant called Google 
Home to compete with Amazon Echo. 
The device will include all of the capa-
bilities of the Google Assistant, being 

able to answer questions for you and 
perform some basic tasks. Home can 
even be used to stream music from Spo-
tify and similar services, and is compat-
ible with any Google Cast-ready apps 
and services. The device will launch 
later this year for an undisclosed price.

 Finally, Google announced An-
droid Wear 2.0, the largest update to the 
smartwatch operating system since it 
was first announced in 2014. The update 
adds a feature analogous to Complica-
tions on the Apple Watch, in which 
apps can display a limited amount of 
information on the watch face itself. 
Additionally, Google has made the 
watch more independent of the phone, 
which should improve battery life and 
let people use the watch even if their 
phone is at home. The new update also 
adds a full QWERTY keyboard to the 
device for the occasional typing task. 
The watch can also be configured to 
use handwriting recognition for typing 
tasks.

 The event concluded with a 
summary of Google’s machine learning 
and artificial intelligence successes of 
the past year, and a promise that AI will 
remain an important part of Google’s 
future in years to come.

 The Keynote was followed 
by three days of sessions for develop-
ers attending the conference to learn 
more about how to implement these 
new features in their apps. Throughout 
the event, the company demonstrated 
that it was clearly on the forefront of 
integrating machine learning into con-
sumer products. As time goes on, other 
companies will have no choice but to 
play catch up while Google continues 
its astounding pace of innovation and 
ingenuity.

Driving Towards a Safer Ride
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by Steven Gershik
Google has just announced that it 

will yet again be pursuing the unique 
Project Ara, something Google’s Ad-
vanced Technology and Projects (ATAP) 
research lab has been attempting since 
October 2013. Unlike a traditional 
smartphone, which has all of its compo-
nents internally, each part of a Project 
Ara phone has an external module that 
can be swapped out depending on what 
the user is doing. This allows third-
party developers to create individual 
hardware components for a smartphone 
that users can install. The concept of 
interchangeable modules allows for the 
user to adapt the phone for various ac-
tivities such as recording music,  having 
online meetings or adding an extra bat-
tery for the phone to keep going; Google 
hopes this adaptability will appeal to a 
wide range of customers. 

While the overall idea may be 
impressive to some, the Ara phone will 
need to undergo much development 
to automatically synchronize with all 
the modules available to pair with the 
phone.  

A similar attempt at a modular 
phone was taken by Life’s Good (LG) 
Electronics with the development of the 
G5 phone about six months earlier. With 
the G5, users had the option of switch-
ing out their battery or purchasing ad-
ditional expansions called “Friends.” 
An example of these “Friends” is the 
360 camera, which enhances the user’s 
experience. The LG G5 even has storage 
expansion up to about 2 terabytes, but 
even this did not grab the attention of 
most consumers who own iPhones. The 
LG G5 was only a brief introduction 
to the new generation of smartphones, 

which have not changed much following 
the introduction of the first iPhone. The 
only appealing modular factor about the 
LG G5 was the easily removable and 
replaceable battery, which provided 
longer and more reliable use. 

Google is trying build upon this 
foundation and further the application 
of module use on a smartphone in addi-
tion to an extra battery. Google wants its 
Ara frame, another name for the phone 
with extra modules, to work as seam-
lessly as a current smartphone, while 
also making an impression on future 
customers. The software Google plans 
to use for this project, Greybus, was 
designed to instantly learn of new mod-
ules to reduce the installation time for 
the customer. This will all be combined 
under a standardized piece of software 
throughout all Ara frames.

Besides the software, Google has 
invested a significant amount of time 
into making the frame more durable. 
Google is still conducting research and 
testing the durability of the phone, but 
overall seems confident that Ara will 
be durable enough for the daily user. 
The Ara frame will have six open ports 
to which a user can connect modules. 
These modules can be created by any 
third-party company, meaning that ideas 
and concepts can come from nearly 
anyone, similar to how the App Store 
works for software.

Google is marketing the device 
as a phone that users can tailor to their 
own individual needs and update as 
their needs change. The company also 
hopes that the device will be more cost-
efficient, because users will only need 
to update outdated modules instead of 
replacing the entire frame. Such strides 

by Sulan Pathiranage
The NASA Innovative Advanced 

Concepts (NIAC) program funds innova-
tive ideas that could significantly alter the 
way space travel is approached. Phase I 
funds projects with $100,000 over nine 
months and if they seem to be feasible 
and impactful, NIAC moves on to Phase 
II, which provides $500,000 in funding 
over two years. However, these projects 
are still in their infancy, meaning that 10 
years from now, these projects might still 
not be ready for use.

“The NIAC program is one of the 
ways NASA engages the U.S. scientific 
and engineering communities, including 
agency civil servants, by challenging them 
to come up with some of the most vision-
ary aerospace concepts,” Steve Jurczyk, 
associate administrator of NASA’s Space 
Technology Mission Directorate in Wash-
ington, D.C., said

Among these concepts are a hiberna-
tion chamber, an interstellar spaceflight 
system and more ideas that seem to be 
straight out of a science fiction book. 
Many of these ideas, as wild as they 
may seem, solve some of the challenges 
surrounding space travel and budgeting. 
NASA has been looking to accomplish the 
goal of putting people on Mars and these 
technologies, once fleshed out, present a 
cost-efficient and feasible way of reach-
ing this goal.

But the nature of NIAC means 
that it funds ideas that could be decades 
away from completion. For instance, the 
unmanned laser-based interstellar system 
may take 30 years to finish. This technol-
ogy is meant for unmanned missions, and 

could send probes to nearby star systems. 
If such a system became a reality, NASA 
would no longer be confined to the Solar 
System. A similar technology has also 
been proposed in a $100 million project 
by cosmologist Stephen Hawking to reach 
Alpha Centauri, the nearest star system, 
in 20 years.

One of the flashiest ideas is the So-
lar White project, in which the product is 
able to reflect more than 99.9 percent of 
the sun’s rays. With the development of 
interplanetary travel, the sun’s energy can 
heat up the s p a c e c r a f t 
signifi- cantly, 

harm- i n g 
m i s - s i o n s 
w h e r e c a r g o , 
especially cold cargo, is transported. This 
substance has already been produced, and, 
with the Phase II funding, will undergo 
testing to examine its uses, such as cryo-
genic storage surface protection.

NASA has already used some 
novel ideas in the real world, such as the 
Bigelow Expandable Activity Module 
(BEAM). The BEAM is an expandable 
space habitat that was installed on the 
International Space Station (ISS). The 
BEAM is projected to fall off the ISS in 

may even bring a new generation of 
smartphones to the market, something 
that has not been done since Steve Jobs 
unveiled his first iPhone. 

Work Project Ara first began in 
October 2013, with the goal of design-
ing a smartphone that can reduce the 
amount of electronic waste being pro-
duced. But Project Ara quickly began 
to experience problems with having an 
“open-hardware” concept due to the 
exposed module ports that could not 
withstand a drop test. These problems 
caused Google to delay its new and 
attractive project to reconsider how 
modules would be attached to the Ara 
frame. After another year of research 
and testing, Google has now announced 
its release date for Project Ara, which 
can only mean that the device is now 
able to withstand the drop.

While Ara will not be coming to 
market until 2017, Google will allow 
certain developers to gain early access 
starting in the fall of 2016 to get a head 
start on module development. The vari-
ety and functionality of these modules 
will dictate if Ara will be a success 
when it finally launches. To ensure that 
a wide selection of modules is avail-
able when Google brings the phone to 
market, the company has allowed some 
developers to purchase a pre-production 
version of the phone before the public 
consumer release. The Project Ara team 
said that only the best and most relevant 
ideas will be selected, but Google is 
welcoming ideas from all developers so 
that it can make a phone that is useful 
to the diverse lives of all buyers.

Project Ara is an ambitious proj-
ect, but only time will tell the true fate 
of this modular smartphone.

two years and burn up in the atmosphere. 
It adds an area the size of a bedroom to 
the ISS and can be deflated to four times 
less its normal size.

Beyond ideas that have established 
themselves for years into the future, 
NASA also funded Phase I designs, 
which are potentially groundbreaking. 
For example, one of the funded ideas is a 
two-dimensional spacecraft, which could 
remove space debris around Earth. The 
spacecraft would accomplish this goal by 
wrapping itself around debris, such as an 
asteroid, and applying thrust.

Another idea is to print electronics 
on Mars by using resources from the Mar-
tian environment. This would involve re-
programming microbes to atmospheric gas 
on Mars and printing electronic materials.

“The human exploration side of 
things is very interested in being able to 
do things such as manufacture circuitry 
in space on a space station on a lunar out-
post,” NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
lead researcher Kendra Short said. “An as-
tronaut could decide what they wanted to 
make and then produce whatever is needed 
from a circuitry standpoint. Whether you 
think that’s (accomplishable) in the next 
decade or not is of varying opinions.”

Through these novel ideas, NASA 
hopes to transform the way space travel is 
approached in the future. The projects are 
long-term; many will take over a decade 
to fully mature, but will solve many of the 
challenges involving space travel.

“We hope each new study will push 
boundaries and explore new approaches- 
that’s what makes NIAC unique.” Jason 
Derleth, NIAC program executive, said.

Rapp’s apps

GooGle HanGouts
Free on iOS and Android

─ Overall Rating ─
★★★★☆

by Ben Rapp
One major reason smartphone 

users choose the Apple iPhone over 
other options such as Android is due to 
the wonderful built-in messaging app, 
iMessage. Everyone loves being able to 
send texts from their iPad, computer and 
phone without needing many different 
apps, phone numbers and contact books. 
While many Android users may not be 
aware of this, Google provides an op-
tion to let them do just that.

Google’s app Hangouts, is avail-
able as a free download on the Google 
Play Store and App Store. While multi-
device use is not the major function 
Google advertises this app for, it does 
work quite well. The app is available 
on both Android and Apple so it can 
be used on a Android phone, iPhone, 
Android Tablet and Apple iPad. But it 
does not stop there; users can access all 
of their texts messages online on any 
web browser or any computer. With 
this feature, users can make calls and 
send texts from virtually anywhere with 
Internet connection. 

Hangouts has much more than just 
multi-device support. Hangouts is its 
own communication app with its own 
messages and video chats. However, the 
app also supports SMS and MMS text 
messaging. On top of that, Hangouts 
allows for group chats with up to 150 
people, which is 50 more than the 100 
person limit imposed by Whatsapp. 

The main issue with Hangouts 
is the difficulty of setting it up. While 
it seems very simple, it requires a lot 
of settings on the phone to be set cor-
rectly in order to function property. 
For example, on an Android, if Google 
Voice is enabled, SMS messages may 
not be seen in Hangouts and the app 
may prohibit users from sending mes-
sages. Apple’s iMessage is built in and 
it would be much more convenient if 
Google could do that with the Android 
operating system.

Even though Google has three 
other communication apps, it is not 
expected for it to abolish Hangouts any 
time soon. The company claims that it 
will continue to add new features and 
improve the application. Many tech-
nology bloggers feel that one amazing 
messenger app is all that is needed but 
Google is going to continue with its 
four. Google supports its decision by 
explaining how different users utilize 
different applications and softwares for 
various purposes.

PROS: Cross-platform, Free, Large 
groups

CONS: Difficult to set up, Not well-
known

Art by Andrea Valero
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Art by Aimee Ding
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SeniorS Take Their Final Bow
school, practicing approximately twice a week. Students who 
were filming their project went to various locations. One group 
who adapted the movie “Seventeen Again” creatively took to 
Backstage at Woodmere Lanes to film their scene.

A majority of seniors who directed also starred in their 
own projects. 

“They have spent the last four years growing, accom-
plishing and learning together every day while engaging in the 
many projects and exercises we have done in theater classes,” 
Dawn DeMaio, Hewlett’s Theater Workshop teacher said. 
“They have explored the areas of improvisation, scriptwrit-
ing, scene study, acting on film, monologue preparation, 
Shakespearean acting, musical theater, direction and a variety 
of other topics.”

The Senior Theater Projects opened with Lubarsky and 
Ghanoo and their adaptation of an episode of “Pysch.” The 
characters from the episode, Detective Laisse, Jules, Shawn, 
Gus and Robert (later known as Regina) were played by Craig 
Sippin ’17, Kristina Martinez ’17, Abby Soroka ’16, Lubarsky 
and Ghanoo, respectively. In this project, the characters have 
to deal with a suspected supernatural spirit. After some twists 
and turns, Psychic (Not) Detective Shawn Spencer solves the 
case and saves the day.

“After four years of having acted in the Senior Theater 
Projects, it feels almost scary to be directing my very own.” 
Gahnoo said. “Senior year went by so fast that it is so shocking 
to realize that this will be my last performance in high school. 
And of course, it wouldn’t be possible without my partner 
Bashel Lubarsky.”

Adapted and directed by Herzberg and 
Shaubi, an episode of “Full House,” enti-
tled “Middle Age Crazy,” was performed 
live and additionally shared through a 
projected video. If you cannot recall, 
this is the episode when Stephanie 
Tanner, played by Kalpita Chakot 
’17, is feeling ignored and left out 
as the middle child, surrounded 
by DJ Tanner, played by Jaime 

Gordon ’16, the oldest, and 
Michelle Tanner, played by 

Herzberg, the cutest. In the 
scene, Stephanie Tanner 
feels neglected and runs 

off to get married to Harry, 
played by Genesis York 

’16, in “holy mattress 

by Jackie Mazzeo
As a final project for not only the year, but for high 

school, this year’s senior theater students have been assigned 
a Senior Theater Project. The objective of Senior Theater 
Projects is for students to direct an original one-piece act or 
of an adaptation of a movie, show or play. 

 The Senior Theater Projects were shared with 
eagerly-awaiting students on May 24 and 25 in the Little 
Theater. 

This year’s Theater Workshop 6  seniors, Bashel 
Lubarsky, Calvin Ghanoo, Leah Herzberg, Michelle Shaubi, 
Eden Preis, Elena Warshavsky, Zach Libal, Samantha Wal-
ter, Monay Cowan, Sean Kozin, Stephanie Bardavid, Liz 
Shiminov, Maria Marmaras, Liron Revivo, Ethan Kogan, Lisa 
Raimo, Sean Kozin, Sammy Spindler, Sydney Gates and Jamie 
Gordon, worked a tremendous amount to perfect their videos 
and performances. The first step these seniors took was choos-
ing cast members for their productions. Roles in the Senior 
Theater Projects were open to students in Theater Workshop 
4, and auditions began in mid April. Since the finalization of 
casting, actors, actresses and directors worked diligently to 
create successful productions. 

Every year, seniors have the option to work alone; how-
ever, most choose to work in groups of two or three. While 
some of the projects are recorded and presented by video, 

most are live perfor-
mances. A few unique 
productions, howev-
er, incorporate both 
live performance 

and videos. Students 
receive a final grade 
based on preparation, 
fluidity of the piece 

and the staging.
Dur ing re-

hearsul season, 
groups worked 
inside and out-
side of 

money.” For casting purposes, the show featured a transfor-
mation of beloved characters Danny Tanner, Uncle Joey and 
Uncle Jesse, into Dani Tanner, Aunt Jo and Aunt Jessie. The 
audience loved this play on roles.

The 2015 Disney Movie “Inside Out” was adapted 
and directed by Preis and Warshavsky. This production was 
interesting because it utilized the entire room. The “moods” 
were played by Katie Giron ’17, Cynthia Debranche ’16, 
Alyssa Correa ’17, Warshavsky and Kristina Martinez ’17. 
The journey began with Correa and Martinez, playing Joy 
and Sadness, traveling to return the core memories back to 
headquarters. The engaging adaptation of  “Inside Out” was 
cute and featured a happy ending.

Based off the original movie “Seventeen Again,” Libal, 
Walter and Cowan presented their Senior Theater Project in 
video form. This love story of a divorced elder couple, Gene 
and Katherine, brought tears to the audience. In addition to 
the high school students, Samantha Walter’s younger brother, 
Willy Walter, starred in the piece as well.

Kozin adapted “The Producers,” an American satirical 
comedy film about two money-hungry individuals hoping 
to pull off a Boradway Flop, and not only directed, but also 
starred in it. 

The first day of Senior Theater Projects ended with “50 
First Dates,” run by Bardavid, Shiminov and Marmaras. Actor 
Kogan, who played Henry, and actress Marcelle Angeles ’17, 
who played Lucy, performed with passion and were terrific 
at portraying their on-scene emotions. Other actors, such as 

Sammy Wilson ’17, Debranche, Bardavid, Shimnov and 
Marmaras also did great work. In this piece, the main 
character, Henry, did not let the short term memory loss 

of Lucy get in the way of their love for each other.
“I am so proud of my fellow classmates who 

I’ve worked with for these four years,” Lubarsky 
said. Everyone worked tirelessly f o r 
these past few weeks and because 
we had such little time and so 
much to do, it was impressive 
to see the good work that came 
through.”

The second and last 
day of Senior Theater Projects 

began with an original play 
by Kogan, “The Diagnosis.” 
This project was directed by 
Revivo and Kogan and was 
about a teenage girl, Emma, 

who gets diagnosed with one of the most ‘serious’ and ‘detri-
mental’ conditions, “senioritis.” This group created a video of 
people partying and photoshopped the head of Sapir Riskovich 
’17, who played Emma, onto a body of one of the dancers. The 
production included many parallels between seniors at Hewlett 
High School and Emma, which was both humorous and re-
lateable. Additionally, the production included surprise guest 
actors Mark Laskin ’15, Alfredo Esposito ’14, Joe Tansey ’14 
and Alex Benarry-Man ’15. These students were all involved 
in Theater Workshop before they graduated and it was exciting 
for them to be back on the Little Theater Stage.

Raimo directed a play written by Theater Workshop 
2 student Sofia Barone ’18, entitled “The Full Moon.” The 
production had an intense script and was about the love 
between a mortal and the Greek Goddess, Selene, played 
by Katie Giron ’17. In the play, Selene demands that Zeus 
grant her mortal love an eternal youth. As a trick, Zeus 
puts the mortal into an eternal sleep. 

“The Game Plan” was directed and adapted by 
Spindler. This 2007 American family sports comedy 
shared the love between a father and daughter with 
the audience. Football star Joe Kingman, played by 
Chris Rivera ’17, is surprised when his daughter, 
played by Liza Isayeva ’17, shows up on his 
doorstep. The actors were well versed in their 
craft and the piece was well executed.

The final Senior Theater Project was com-
pleted by Gates and Gordon. These students 
presented “In Your Eyes,” a story of a man 
and a woman living across the country who 
can hear each other’s thoughts. This movie 
adaptation ended with the two individuals 
falling in love and finally meeting. Rivera 
read from a script because of a last min-
ute change; however, it was not at all a 
distraction. This project was a nice way 
to end the night.

A congratulations is in order for 
all of the seniors who have completed 
the Theater Workshop courses. These 
students have grown so much since their 

freshman year and are rewarded with 
the knowledge they picked up and lessons 
they learned on the way. Amazing work 
was done by those who participated in 
the productions and the seniors who 
directed them.
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by Janna Bickoff
The Hewlett-Woodmere school 

distr ict emphasizes par ticipation in 
various academic competitions. Many 
students will rush to sign up for these 
competitions, eager to win through hard 
work and  dedication. This is evident  in 
the performances of Gillian Polakoff ’17 
and Jolie Schornstein ’16, as both have 
demonstrated success in a well-known 
competition at both Hewlett High School 
and Woodmere Middle School: The Na-
tional History Fair.

History Fair welcomes students 
from seventh to twelfth grade who wish 
to learn about and present a historical 
topic that follows an annual theme, which 
was  “Exploration, Encounter, Exchange 
in History” this year. There are three 
levels that students can compete in. For 
New York residents, students have the 
chance to show off their presentation at 
the regional level at Hofstra University 
and state level at Cooperstown. If the 
project illustrates exceptional qualities, 
it has the potential to move on to national 
level, which is located at the University 
of Maryland, College Park. 

Working together for the past two 
years, Polakoff and Schornstein have 
dedicated their time and effort into this 
competition. This year, the two girls 
placed second at the regional level and 
first at the New York State level. Be-
tween June 12 and June 16, Polakoff and 
Schornstein will also have the chance to 
participate at the national level. 

Polakoff and Schornstein began 
their History Fair journey on separate 
paths. Polakoff has competed since the 
seventh grade in Woodmere Middle 
School; she made a documentary with 

Rachel Krevans ’17 about civil rights 
activist Martin Luther King Junior. An 
instant success, Polakoff and Krevens 
won second at the regional level, first at 
the state level and eventually moved on 
to the national competition. 

“History Fair was always a big deal 
in middle school,” Polakoff said. “I got 
my first Apple computer in seventh grade, 
so I was ex-
perimenting 
with IMovie. 
That led me 
to pick my 
documenta-
ry category. 
S i n c e  m y 
d o c u m e n -
t a r y  w o n 
f i r s t  place 
in New York 
State, and we 
moved on to 
n a t i o n a l s , 
I’ve been hooked ever since.”

Polakoff  continued on her path 
of success in the eighth grade when she 
made a documentary about Levittown 
box houses with Krevans again, which 
placed first in regionals and third at 
states. Additionally, ninth grade exempli-
fied Polakoff’s talent when she made a 
documentary about birth control activist 
Margaret Sanger, which placed first at 
both the regional and state levels. 

Schornstein, meanwhile, started her 
path in History Fair differently.

“I have always been most interested 
in my social studies classes, and I wanted 
to learn more about history,” Schornstein 
stated. “Doing this project forces you to 
put in hours of research, you learn more 

Polakoff and SchornStein Make hiStory (again)

by Lindsay Cohn
Although the majority of teenagers 

spend Monday through Friday in school, 
many have found time to start their own 
businesses. In fact, teen entrepreneurship is 
currently booming throughout the world as 
teens are eager to start their own businesses 
as soon as they can. Within the United States, 
two million people under the age of 17 are 
entrepreneurs, sharing their creativity, moti-
vation and ability to use technology with the 
rest of the world.

Teenagers today live in a world where 
everything is at their fingertips, so finding tips 
on how to start a business or seeing the suc-
cess of others is quite common. The Internet 
provides teenagers with all of the tools needed 
to grow a small idea into something huge. 

Certain websites have been generated 
to expose teenagers to the ideas of other en-
trepreneurs. Teenbusiness.com is a news and 
information portal for young entrpreneurs, 
investors and inventors. It aims to show teens 
other young people who have started their 
own businesses and teach how to become 
lifelong investors. 

Teenagers typically start their busi-
nesses when they take realize there is a market 
for their hobbies. 

“I always had a passion for doodling so 
when I saw there was a market for college col-
lages I thought this was the perfect business 
venture for myself to pursue,” Ali Beyda ’17, 
creator of Ali Beyda Designs, said. 

Teenage entrepreneurs utilize social 
media to promote their businesses. Instagram 
is home to many teenage business accounts; 
teens post pictures of what they have created 
to promote their products to the public.

Instagram also helps to make the 

advertising process simpler for these young 
business owners. Since many teenage entre-
preneurs have a young target demographic, 
the easiest way to display their products to the 
maximum amount of consumers is through 
the app.

“Since the customers that would be 
purchasing my product are on Instagram, I 
figured it would be a good way to post content 
about my business, share finished products 
and share pictures of people wearing ap-
parel they have bought and are satisfied with,” 
Madison Israel ’18, creator of Art of the Sole, 
said. “Instagram has made it simple for me 
to find people interested in specific products 
that go to schools, camps etc. that would be 
interested in showing spirit with fun and 
original apparel.”

Adolescents spend the majority of their 
time at school where there is a set curriculum 
to be followed. Teenage entrepreneurs, as a 
result, use their free time to show off their 
creativity, which would not necessarily be 
exposed in a classroom setting. Many schools 
do not teach entrepreneurship classes, so these 
young business owners learn much about 
business and discover talents on their own.

“Instagram has helped me show my 
true talent of creativity and love for color, 
something that wouldn’t normally shine 
through at school,” Emily Krull ’17, creator 
of Kicks_by_Krull, said. 

Many teens have created businesses 
that involve items labeled with a college or 
camp. With the high demand of custom col-
lege and camp products, there is a lot of room 
for new entrepreneurs at any time. Also, every 
teenager’s style is different, so no two items 
will look the same.

“I started making shoes when my best 

the entrePreneurS of toMorrow
friend and I wanted to rep our camp from 
head to toe by purchasing shoes hand drawn 
with our camp logo and things that had to do 
with the camp,” Krull said,  “After contacting 
many other shoe accounts on Instagram, the 
thing that hindered us was the $300 price tag 
and summer waitlist. I then questioned why 
I would want to ask someone else for shoes 
knowing how artistic I was, so after I created 
my camp shoes I thought that so many people 
out there would want to rep the places and 
things they love.”

Besides using social media, Redbubble 
is another outlet for many teenagers to distrib-
ute their products. Redbubble is the manufac-
turer for many popular teenage entrepreneurs, 
such as Corey Bloomberg, creator of Corey 
Paige Designs. 

Not only have teenagers started busi-
nesses that show off their artistic abilities, but 
they have also delved into the baking industry. 
Rebi Narins, a senior at Weston High School, 
created REBakery where she bakes cakes, 
cupcakes and cookies. Narins promotes her 
business on Instagram, where she shows the 
different themes of baked goods that she cre-
ates. She has baked college-themed , birthday 
and camp-themed cakes.

While many teenage entrepreneurs 
start a business for personal income, some 
teenagers have decided to donate their pro-
ceeds to charity. Remy Glick, a junior from 
Weston High School, created Ripped by 
Remy, where she takes simple shirts and cuts 
them to make different designs. Glick sends 
15 percent of the proceeds she receives to St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 

“I started cutting shirts because I saw it 
was a trending style and thought it was really 
cool,” Glick said. “After I cut my first shirt I 

was pleasantly surprised by the outcome and 
I got a lot of compliments from friends when 
I wore shirts I redesigned. It was something 
I really enjoyed doing and that’s when I 
decided to start Ripped by Remy. I consider 
myself really lucky and thought that donating 
some of the proceeds would be a great way 
to give back.”

These adolescents have also been able 
to distribute their products to retail stores to 
further advertise their products. Some retail 
stores also have trunk shows where teenag-
ers will display their products to customers 
in the store. 

Teenage products do not only include-
clothing, jewelry and shoes. Rachel Xie ’16 
and Kelly Cheng ’15 created a business named 
All_A_Boardd, where they customize white 
boards for college dorm rooms. 

“After seeing several custom shirt and 
shoe businesses, we wanted to do something 
different,” Xie said. “Since college commit-
ment day just happened recently, we figured 
that the excitement and college school spirit 
would still be very prevalent among the se-
niors. We didn’t want to conform and so we 
decided that decorating white boards would 
be a very practical idea, given that almost 
every dorm room requires a whiteboard. We 
thought adding college colors and mascots to 
a typical white board would make it stand out 
and more fun!”

Teenage entrepreneurs hope that their 
businesses will stay with them in the future. 
There is a lot of risk that coincides with start-
ing up a business, but there are many teenag-
ers who are willing to take the risk in order to 
do what they love. It is with the determination 
of teenagers that the amount of teenage busi-
nesses will only continue to grow.

to record the interviews and incorporate 
them in our documentary,” Polakoff said. 
“Sometimes we met with a professor or an 
author of a major book… [which] would 
help give us different perspectives. We 
got to hear first hand information from 
people who actually knew Jane Goodall.”

At the same time, however, the 
process of creating the documentary had 
its imperfections, as there were different 
obstacles along the way.

“It takes a lot of time and dedication 
to make a documentary,” Polakoff said. 
“It is difficult to decide what to incorpo-
rate into the video because we only have 
10 minutes.” 

Nonetheless, both Polakoff and 
Schornstein agree that despite the ob-
stacles they encountered in creating a 
documentary, it was well worth the effort 
at the end of the day.

“I felt nervous obviously because 
our months of hard work was about to 
be judged,” Schornstein said. “I also felt 
accomplished because I knew we worked 
very hard to get to the competitions.”

Although both Polakoff and Schorn-
stein dedicated hours of their time to-
wards the History Fair, they both have 
other interests. Polakoff enjoys tennis 
and is still deciding on what she wants 
to pursue in college. Schornstein enjoys 
music and will begin to study business 
at Emory University this upcoming fall. 

Overall, both Polakoff and Schorn-
stein have demonstrated true talent and 
skill through their involvemnt in the 
National History Fair. There is no doubt 
that Polakoff will continue to impress 
others with her academics and Schorn-
stein will implement her gift during her 
college career. 

than you could imagine about a topic.”
Unlike Polakoff, Schornstein did 

not see success until high school. How-
ever, this did not discourage her involv-
ment in History Fair.

“I started working with Gillian in 
high school, and we work very well to-
gether,” Schornstein said. “Also, I think I 
learned a lot from the time I finished mid-

dle school to 
sophomore 
year.”

P o -
la kof f  a nd 
Schornstein 
h a v e  c o l -
laborated for 
two years in 
this compe-
tition. Dur-
ing their first 
year of part-
nership, the 
two made a  

successful documentary about British 
politician Margaret Thatcher. Knowing 
that their first partnership worked out 
well, Polakoff and Schornstein decided 
to work together again this year  on 
a documentary about Jane Goodall, a 
famous chimpanzee expert, which was 
adored by the judges at both the regional 
and state levels. 

In order to achieve success in this 
year’s project, Polakoff and Schornstein 
planned accordingly, which included 
looking for ideal sources and holding 
interviews with experts on the topic of 
interest.

“To further our research, we ar-
ranged interviews with numerous experts 
on our topic and often had to travel far 

SPECTRUM/Aimee Ding
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Business Dept. Honors stuDents
by Ali Beyda

On April 21, the Business Department 
honored students with numerous awards 
for their performance in several business 
classes, including career and financial 
management, college accounting, college 
business law, college virtual enterprise, AP 
computer science and college marketing. 
This night also included the inductions of 
59 new members 
for the New York 
State Business and 
Marketing Honor 
Society and 2016-
2017 DECA Of-
ficers. 

The purpose 
of the Business 
and  Marke t ing 
Honor Society is 
to recognize stu-
dents who exem-
plify outstanding 
achievement in 
their school’s business or marketing pro-
grams.  In order to be inducted into the 
honor society, students must currently be 
enrolled in business courses, maintaining 
an average of 88 percent or greater and at 
least an overall weighted GPA of 80 per-
cent. Sophomores and juniors are required 
to have completed two credits in business 
courses while seniors are required to have 
completed 3 business credits by the end of 
the school year. The students honored this 
year averaged 4.6 business credits, a GPA of 
94.7 and a business GPA of 95.3. 

Hewlett Business students have also 
demonstrated excellence through extracur-
ricular involvement. 

The National Financial Literacy Cer-
tification exam tests a student’s ability to 
earn, save, and grow their money.Twenty-six 
students were recognized for obtaining a 95 
or higher on this exam and 77 students were 
honored for obtaining a 90 or above on the 
same exam. 

DECA inducted the new officers 
for the 2016-2017 school year, which 

a re  Co-Pres-
idents Saman-
tha Stern ’17, 
Erin Schechter 
’17 and Adam 
Jablon ’17, Vice 
President Bran-
don Kaminker 
’17, Co-Secre-
taries Shelby 
Love ’16 and 
Jake Zeidman 
’17, Co-Trea-
surers Lindsay 
Cohn ’17 and El-

liot Breslav ’17, Co-Historians/Reporters 
Hannah Prusack ’17 and Munij Adan ’19, 
Co-Public Relations Officers Perry Falk ’17 
and Lori Matza ’17, and Co-Competitive 
Event Coordinators Leila Xu ’18 and Nicole 
Matza ’17.

Evidently, Hewlett High School stu-
dents are committed and dedicated to the 
business department. The hard work from 
the students and the teachers clearly led to 
this successful night. Perhaps there will be 
even more students inducted into the Busi-
ness and Marketing Honor Society next year, 
as well as additional students recognized for 
their achievements on the National Financial 
Literacy Exam.

by Sophia Lamsifer 
On May 25, G.W. Hewlett High School 

hosted its second annual Friendship Games 
field day for Anne Cornell’s class and other 
students from Long Island. Following the 
success of last year’s field day, the Hewlett 
Leaders Club and advisors Abby Samlin and 
Melissa Pantelis, started planning this event 
right when the school year began.

Cornell’s students convened on this 
special day to engage in a number of fun 
activities where they displayed all that they 
learned throughout the year in their various 
classes. They were able to mingle and meet 
teens from other schools, which gave these 
students the opportunity to make friends and 
memories that they will cherish for a long time.

To prepare for the event, high school 
students that were involved decorated the 
field to make it more vibrant and exciting. 
The volunteers also decorated the fences with 
multicolored ribbons and signs.

“I feel that it’s important for the kids to 
get to meet others like them, and it’s a nice day 
for them to interact with each other,” Kristen 
DeCicco ’17 said.

Once all of the schools arrived and took 

their place on the field, an olympic torch run 
around the track kicked off the event. This 
was then followed by a group warm up on 
the field, led by members of Hewlett High 
School’s Leaders Club. After the warm ups, 
all of the schools assumed their positions at 
the first event.

“The egg race was my favorite event 
because watching these kids run across to the 
other line with big smiles on their faces put a 
big smile on my face and made me feel amaz-
ing,” Kylie Halpern ’17 said. 

After all of the events were completed 
by each school, all of the students had lunch 
together on the field while awards were be-
ing announced. The day would not have been 
complete without a visit from the ice cream 
truck. 

This day was not only memorable for 
the Life Skills students - the volunteers from 
multiple schools also made many memories 
from the friendship games.

“The Friendship Games are so special 
to me,” Olivia Epstein ’16 said. “I love watch-
ing some of the greatest kids come together 
to be active, meet new friends and have the 
greatest day.”

Overall, this day 
was a success, and it 
would not have been 
complete without all of 
the hard work and plan-
ning that went into it. 
Perhaps the event will 
continue on for many 
years to come so that 
all students have the op-
portunity to participate 
in such an eventful and 
memorable day.

LiDo’s “Key” to sucess  FrienDs on tHe FieLD 

“simuLate” your senses 

by Leila Xu
In G.W. Hewlett High School, students 

often hear about the power and benefits of 
helping out the community through volunteer 
work. Students typically commit to volunteer 
work, such as helping out in the public library, 
donating time to aid one of their busy teachers 
during a free period or even just participating 
in a walk for charity.

Hewlett High School’s clubs even see 
the significance and beauty behind volunteer-
ing. For example, Hewlett High School’s Key 
Club under the supervision of Deidre Chambers 
urges  students from different age groups   to 
help better the community. 

On May 7, the students from 
Key Club traveled to  Lido Beach for 
the annual Family Spring Picnic, 
hosted by Answering the Needs 
of Citizens with Handicaps 
through Organized Recreation 
(A.N.C.H.O.R.) in collaboration 
with Peninsula Kiwanis. The event 
featured  a wonderful afternoon of mu-
sic, refreshments and entertainment. 

Run by coordinator Joseph Lentini, 
A.N.C.H.O.R. is a year-round program that 
devotes its time to supporting members of 
the Town of Hempstead with special needs. 
The organization frequently hosts recreational 
events for over 1,200 children and adults and 
is progressively developing into a bigger com-
munity.

The day started off with a bang, as 
dedicated members of Key Club arrived bright 
and early at Lido Beach to help set up food and 
drinks for the picnic. Hotdogs, hamburgers, 
chips and soda were arranged along picnic 
tables in preparation for the arrival of the 
attendees, and several volunteers worked at 

tables preparing the food for the barbecue. All 
hands were full and ready to help out wherever 
needed. 

“It was a humbling experience volun-
teering at the barbecue,” Cristina Curra ’18, a 
Key Club Officer, said. “I had a lot of fun and 
it was rewarding knowing that I was able to 
help those in need.”

Both children and adults kicked back to 
enjoy the music and chattered amongst them-
selves in the relaxing atmosphere. At noon, a 
raffle ticket drawing was hosted to raise funds 

for future programs. A T-Shirt sale was 
also held at the event with the help of 

Hewlett High School students. 
“It was a lot of fun helping 

the community at the Kiwanis club 
special Field Day,” Nathaniel Eisen-

berg ’18 said. “It was a great feeling to 
see all the people we helped have a great 

time and I am looking forward to doing 
it again next year!” 

Since the Spring Picnic is held 
once a year, the A.N.C.H.O.R program 

encourages volunteers to invest their time into 
doing something productive and contributive 
for the community of Hempstead. This can 
mean participating in the other events and 
activities that it organizes throughout the year, 
such as a six week summer camp, bowling, 
drama, swimming and fitness and even a club 
for teenagers and adults. People over age 14 
are eligible to sign up to help with these events.

At the end of the day, participants and 
volunteers alike left the event with feelings of 
satisfaction and fulfillment, as everyone was 
able to give back to the community on this 
special day. It is truly gratifying to see what a 
neighborhood can achieve when working to-
gether, and this was an eye-opening experience. 

by Layla Elkoulily
Drunk driving has been a cause of 

countless casualties; in this day and age, it is 
not uncommon to find teens driving under the 
influence. Instead of shying away from such a 
taboo topic, Hewlett High School’s Students 
Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) club 
planned an event where seniors would truly 
get to understand what it meant to drive care-
lessly. Here, statistics that revealed the dan-
gers of drunk and distracted 
driving were put to the test.

Using funds from 
the SADD fashion show, 
students in SADD helped 
sponsor an event by the 
Save a Life Tours.

In the beginning, the 
seniors listened to talks 
discussing the dangers of 
drunk and distracted driv-
ing.

“The presentation really 
taught me how important it was 
to give driving your full attention,” Vice 
President Shana Bernstein ’17 said. “It really 
got into the eyes of students of how mindful 
you have to be while you drive.”

The seniors then tried simulators to 
show the dangers of distracted driving. Some 
of these demonstrated the dangers of drunk 
driving by making  the wheel, gas and brakes 
function strangely to make it seem like the 
driver was drunk. 

“[The drunk driving simulator] was 
really eye opening because you felt like you 
were going to crash,” Melissa Williams ’16 
said. “It really helped everyone to see the 
dangers of drunk driving.” 

There was also a simulation that 

showed how students would drive if they 
looked at texts. In this day and age, texting 
and driving is a prevalent issue that has 
caused countless numbers of accidents, in-
cluding accidental homicides. Growing up in 
a technological era, cellphones have become 
a necessity for most people. The long term 
impact has yet to be fully assessed, but what 
is certain is that cellphones pose at least one 
danger: distraction.

Overall, the simulator 
program’s turnout was a 
success, as evident by the 
reactions of the executive 
board. 

“It was interesting 
seeing everyone’s reactions 
once they did the simula-
tions because no one thinks 
it will ever be that hard to 
drive and text or even drive 

drunk but after doing the simula-
tions people clearly got to see that 
it is life threatening,” Lindsay 

Reiter ’16, president of SADD, said. “The 
event emulates everything that SADD stands 
for because it helped students understand 
the impact of their decisions, no matter how 
marginal they may have seemed. Looking 
away from the road for a second in order to 
receive a text may not seem like something 
noteworthy, but anything can happen on the 
road in that second. Through the simulators, 
the seniors learned this.”

SADD has helped run an event that 
will leave students with a greater understand-
ing of what it means to be a safe driver. The 
club has helped prepare seniors for the world 
that lies ahead, specifically the world that can 
be seen from the driver’s seat.

Art by Joey Austin

Art by Gillian Moser

Photo Contributions by Ronald Remick
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by Winnie Xu
Millions grieved for Prince on the 

devastating day that the legendary “Purple 
Rain” singer passed away. Today, Prince is 
remembered as a magnificent singer and 
songwriter, renowned for his outstanding 
vocal abilities, unique style and exuberant 
personality. Despite the fact that his death 
occurred over a month ago, fans across 
the world are still shaken by his tragic 
passing. Needless to say, Prince has left 
a lasting impression on music-lovers all 
around the world.

Just days before his death, Prince 
was found unconscious in his private jet. 
He was on his way back home from a con-
cert in Atlanta, but was forced to make an 
impromptu stop in Moline, Illinois, due to 
his sudden state of unconsciousness. On 
April 21, he was found dead in his home 
in  Paisley Park, Chanhassen, Minnesota. 
He was only 57 years old when he passed 
away. Prescription pills found at the 
home  have caused suspicion that perhaps 
Prince’s  death was due to drug abuse.

Although there are suspicions and 
theories circulating, the true cause of 
Prince’s death is still unknown . While 
it is sometimes hard to face reality, many 
fans are beginning to accept the theory 
that Prince was a victim of drug abuse, 
resulting in an overdose. The authorities 
currently suspect that the overdose was 
due to a mixture of Percocet and Bu-
prenorphine, which proved to be a fatal 
combination.

According to close sources, Dr. Mi-
chael Schulenberg was Prince’s personal 
doctor and was responsible for  ordering  
numerous unknown prescriptions for him. 
Recently, Schulenberg abandoned his 
medical practice in Minnetonka, Minne-

Rest In Peace, PRInce RogeRs nelson

When Jay Z gIves you lemons

sota. His suspicious actions unintention-
ally pushed fans to believe that Prince’s 
death was truly caused by drug abuse. 

Despite assumptions that Prince’s 
death was due to the abuse of a 
combination of lethal drugs, 
his former bodyguard is 
still firmly against this 
theory. Prince’s loyal 
guard, Chris Gaither, 
had worked with him 
from 2012 to the day 
he was found dead. He 
disregarded the evidence 
and reports, refusing to 
believe that his death had any-
thing to do with drug 
abuse.

“I packed this 
man’s bag on the dai-
ly. I have been on tour 
with him for months,” 
Gaither said. “So if 
anybody had an addiction 
that would be something 
you would see. That would be 
something that you would know.”

Gaither’s strong faith in Prince’s in-
nocence gave thousands of fans hope that 
he was truly clean of drugs at the time of 
his death. Gaither and fans are still hoping 
for the emergence of an alternative theory 
that could explain his sudden death.

Over the past month, several differ-
ent heirs have stepped up in an attempt to 
win over control of Prince’s $300 million 
estate. Since he left no will, many tried to 
take advantage of the situation. It seems 
as if Prince’s supposed family has already 
had enough time to grieve, as they wasted 
no time in laying claims to his estates.  
These “heirs” included two women, Bri-

anna Nelson and Jeannine Halloran, both 
claiming to be descendants of Duane Nel-
son, Prince’s older half-brother. Currently, 
authorities are still trying to determine 

the validity of their claims but 
it seems as if this will be a 

long battle.
There are several 

other potential heirs 
who have been rapidly 
gaining attention, in-

cluding different women 
who claim to have given 

birth to his sons. Never-
theless, considering the large 

amount of possible can-
didates, the battle in 

court for Prince’s 
possessions wil l 
surely be a  long 
and costly process.

Prince’s cause 
of death is not the only 

mystery that was left be-
hind. According to his decade 

long employee, Scott LeGere, 
Prince had stored thousands of 

hours of studio music and works in 
progress in a sealed vault in his Paisley 
Park home. Appar-
ently, his employees 
had rarely, if ever, been 
inside the room but 
have confirmed that 
this locked room does 
exist. This secretive 
room is sealed behind 
steel doors, paired with 
a time lock, as well 
as a spinning handle. 
It is clear that Prince 
wanted to keep the 

FestIval De cannes
by Eliana Berger

The 69th annual Cannes Film Festival 
came to a close on Sunday, May 22. Many 
talented directors competed for the coveted 
Palme d’Or and other prizes. Two weeks of red 
carpets and galas at the French Riviera ended 
with one winner: “Daniel Blake.” Ken Loach’s 
film beat out 20 other movies, including those 
directed by Xavier Dolan, Paul Verhoeven and 
the Dardenne Brothers. The festival is unique 
because each movie can only win one award. 
This means that if one is awarded with Best 
Screenplay, it cannot win the prestigious Palme 
d’Or prize. 

The Cannes Film Festival has been 
around since 1932, and aims to provide directors 
with new opportunities and support for their 
new films. The event is invitation only, and 
always includes many famous celebrities; Julia 
Roberts, Ryan Gosling and Charlize Theron 
were all in attendance for the 2016 festival. 
Model Bella Hadid made an appearance on the 
red carpet, as did Kendall Jenner, Matt Bomer, 
Russell Crowe and Shia LaBeouf.

According to this year’s Cannes jury, 
picking a 2016 winner was the longest delib-
eration process in the history of the festival. 
The Palme d’Or went to Ken Loach’s “Daniel 
Blake,” a social drama about a carpenter’s 
struggle against the healthcare system. Loach 
thanked the jury in his speech.

“[The festival] is very, very important 
for the future of cinema,” Loach said. “Stay 
strong! We live in a period of austerity driven 
by ideas that risk to bring us to catastrophe… 
Film has many traditions and one of them is 
to present protest against those more powerful 
and mighty. I hope this is a tradition that goes 
on… We must give a message of hope and say 
that another world is possible and necessary.” 

In addition to the Palme d’Or, the festival 
offers many other prizes. The Best Actress 
category had some stiff competition this year 
because it included many talented performers. 
Some performers in the running were Kristen 
Stewart, who acted as a paranormal investigator 
in “Personal Shopper,” and Elle Fanning, who 
played a model in “The Neon Demon.” In the 
end, Jaclyn Jose took Best Actress for her role 
in “Ma’Rosa.”

Andrea Arnold’s “American Honey” 
took the Jury Prize, and two moves tied for 
Best Director. Xavier Dolan was awarded the 
Grand Prize for “It’s Only the End of the World,” 
depicting a writer who returns home to tell his 
family he is dying. Dolan choked up during his 
acceptance speech, and described his inspira-
tion for the film, Luc Lagarce, who died of an 
AIDS related illness in 1995.

The dress code for the festival is black 
tie, and every single photographer must wear 
a tuxedo. However, many fashion statements 
were made this year despite the strict dress code. 
During last year’s festival, women reported 
that they were banned from the red carpet 
because they failed to wear heels. To retaliate, 
Hollywood actresses decided to rebel. Kristen 
Stewart arrived at the festival in blue sneakers 
and Julia Roberts just did not wear any shoes 
at all. As a result, the festival is now allowing 
women to wear flats.

Critics seemed to love some movies 
more than others. Andrea Arnold’s movie about 
American teens titled “American Honey” and a 
supernatural film starring Kristen Stewart titled 
“Personal Shopper” were met with boos when 
the end credits began to roll. 

The film festival will return next year 
with even more outstanding submissions, allow-
ing other talented directors to debut their work. 

unheard content to himself. Intrigued fans 
are currently waiting in anticipation for a 
reveal of these hidden treasures. 

It is safe to say that Prince will not 
be easily forgotten. Several radio stations 
have held tributes to honor this legendary 
performer. Last month, a Minnesota radio 
station, The Current, streamed 85 Prince 
songs over a 9 hour period. The station was 
shocked by the outcome and feedback they 
received. Radio listeners were tracked to 
almost every single country in the world! 
This alone demonstrates how Prince has 
certainly left a lasting impact on millions 
of his fans. 

Other Prince homages included 
the performance carried out by Priyanka 
Chopra, the 33-year old Quantico star, who 
paid tribute during the 2016 ABC Upfront 
Presentation at Lincoln Center in New 
York City. She showed her admiration by 
collaborating with singer Miles Brown to 
deliver a special performance of one of 
Prince’s best hits, “Kiss.”

By observing his fans’ continued 
passion and love for his music, there is no 
doubt that this legendary performer will be 
terribly missed. His legacy will stay true 
in the hearts of his millions of supporters.

by Kristin McInnes
The Queen B has done it again with her 

smashing hit album, “Lemonade.” Beyoncé’s 
new album was released on April 23, 2016. The 
purchase of the entire album includes 12 songs, 
an hour-long Lemonade film and a digital book-
let. The album sold more than 500,000 copies in 
the first week of its release. Multiple artists are 
featured in the songs, including The Weeknd, 
Freedom, Kendrick Lamar and 
James Blake.

The 60 minute movie 
seems to be an advertise-
ment for the album. The vid-
eo puts the music in context 
and expands the meaning of 
the lyrics for listeners. This 
is Beyoncé’s most accom-
plished work yet. Beyoncé 
accompanied her music 
with a video in a 2013 
album, but “Lemonade” 
is special because of the story it shares.

From the first song to the last, the album 
is a masterpiece. Beyoncé tells the story of 
her experience with her unfaithful husband, 
the famous rapper Jay Z. When rumors began 
to spread about Jay Z’s affair, Beyoncé did 
not have much to say to the public. Beyoncé 
chose to tell her story through her music, and 
not an interview or magazine spread. It is said 
that Beyoncé wrote certain songs and lyrics to 
shape the public’s views on what happened. In 
other words, she created “Lemonade” to tell the 
world the truth.

“Lemonade” differs from Beyoncé’s 
previous albums because of the variety of 
moods each song sets. Songs like “Sandcastles,” 
“Pray You Catch Me,” “Forward” and “Love 
Drought” have a slowed pace and are filled 

with sorrow, making the listener feel the broken 
love of Beyoncé. Other songs, like “Hold Up,” 
“Formation” and “Freedom,” are songs that are 
expected from Beyoncé; these tunes showcase 
her usual style and rhythm, and make listeners 
want to dance. In addition, Beyoncé even raps 
in some songs, putting a different and fresh twist 
on the album.

In the second half of the album, viewers 
can see and hear that “Lemonade” has a 

happy ending. Beyoncé does her 
best to keep an ominous vibe 
when singing about things 
directly related to personal 
problems between her and 
her husband. Her passion 
is revealed throughout the 
album, and instead of being 
direct about her struggles 
with Jay Z, she molds a 
story that sends out a mes-
sage promoting self respect. 

It is clear that she is supporting a moral 
of self reliance.

Critics may feel that Beyoncé dramatized 
and exaggerated her situation with Jay Z in order 
to sell out her album. “Lemonade” received 
attention from media and many comments 
from fans who raged at the knowledge that Jay 
Z cheated on Beyoncé. Whether the story was 
stretched or not, Beyoncé’s album gained suc-
cess because of her talent.

The audio and video of “Lemonade”  are 
different and it is evident to listeners that Be-
yoncé was not pushing these songs to become 
radio hits; she put up the album for herself, 
making it pure and artistic. 

Overall, Beyoncé created an album like 
no other. “Lemonade” should be recognized 
for Beyoncé’s songs that burst with emotion.

Art by Aimee Ding

Art by Andrea Valero
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by Talha Siddiqui and Danny  
Harwood

Aubrey Drake Graham, better 
known as Drake, needs no introduc-
tion. Shifting culture with every 
move he makes, this musical power-
house is both socially and musically 
interesting. His most recent album, 
“Views,” released April 29, 2016, is 
an amalgamation of his journey to 
success, a victory lap around the Hip-
Hop industry and a love letter to his 
hometown, Toronto, Canada.

With a return to his more dulcet 
form, Drake portrays his pop star 
sensibilities in tandem with his rap 
star fears on “Views.”On his fourth 
solo album, Drake delivers a bifacet-
ed personality in his work: still ruth-
less in his conquest of the “game,” 
but more compassionate in his search 
for loving relationships. The prox-
imity of songs that are infused with 
Drake’s two personas forces the lis-
tener to compare the two sides. This 
brings interesting comparisons to the 
table within the parameters of the 
structure of Drake’s album, as well as 
the lyrical content. 

On the opening track, “Keep 
the Family Close,” Drake talks about 
how his rise to fame jeopardized 
his friendships and led him to have 
problems with trusting those clos-
est to him.  “And it’s all because 
you chose a side, You’re supposed to 
put your pride aside and ride for me/ 
Guess it wasn’t time, And of course 
you went and chose a side that wasn’t 
mine,” Drake said.  

nentially growing subgenre of rap: 
trap music. On a bare bones trap 
instrumental with recurring elec-
tronic chords, Drake speaks about his 
success in the Hip-Hop industry and 
how he and his label OVO, October’s 
Very Own, are changing the Hip-Hop 
scene with inveterate aggression. 

“OVO we a gold mine 
but I’m goin’ gold in no 

time. Doing plat, plat 
only.”

In Drake’s refer-
ences to the precious 
metals, Drake makes 
two statements: He 
and his label are the 

absolute best and 
he sells quickly 
(gold meaning 
500,000 copies sold, 

plat/platinum mean-
ing 1,000,000 copies 

sold). Elementarily 
simple, Drake displays 

his ravenous hunger for 
success. His confidence 

convinces the listener that 
Drake is everything he says he 

is, and Future’s almost hilari-
ously cryptic voice gives a nice 

touch of true reference material to 
the music genre Drake effortlessly 
hopped onto. “Grammys” is a satisfy-
ing victory speech from Drake, as it 
describes his success from the top of 
the music industry.

With twenty songs on this new 
record, one is able to take a tour 
through Drake’s mind and his various 

by Rachel Krevans
When Epic Records recording artist 

Meghan Trainor released the music video for 
her song “Me Too” in early May, controversy 
struck the Internet. After rushing to put out 
the video on YouTube as soon as possible, the 
Grammy award winner skipped over a major 
detail; her waist had been photoshopped to 
look thinner. Being that Trainor is practically 
the poster child for confidence and self 
love, this fault in judgment was seen as 
extreme irony and a complete contra-
diction of the ideas and values she 
has always expressed to her fans. 

When the video was first 
released, Trainor did not realize 
that any photoshopping had 
been done to her body. While 
scrolling through social 
media sites to view positive 
feedback, she grew confused 
as fans were posting videos 
with what appeared to be a slimmed waist.

“When it was up, I saw my fans post-
ing clips of this dance scene and I was like, 
‘Why are the fans messing with my waist?’ 
and then I looked at my video and I was like, 
‘It’s my own video,’” Trainor said during an 
interview with Good Morning America. 

However, Trainor did later admit that 
she gave the go ahead to post the video as it 
was, not realizing the alteration that had been 
made to her waist at the time. 

Embarrassed and angry about the 
alterations to her body, Trainor called up the 
head of Vevo and demanded the video to be 
taken down. Her new video was not re-
posted until her team removed the edits made 
to her body. 

The musical powerhouse, known for 

Drake’s Views from the top of the Charts

all about that photoshop teCh at the met

Drake’s not-so subtle references 
to issues that have occurred  in the 
last year bring light to an identifying 
characteristic of the mogul’s music. 
However, the constant reference to 
rap “beef” between Drake and Meek 
Mill over the true author of Drake’s 
music gives certain references a 
tedious air. This prevalent 
return to what brought 
Drake into the lime-
light initially de-
fines what a person 
will think about 
this album: if the 
almost saccharine 
voice that Drake 
constantly deliv-
ers with is a plus 
for a listener, 
this album will 
be refreshing in its 
juxtaposition with 
the acidic, harsher 
rap persona present in 
Drake’s 2015 album, 
“If You’re Reading 
This it’s too Late.” 
However, if one welcomed 
the change in Drake’s public 
persona last year, perhaps the 
opening song acts as a turn off, as 
will other softer songs on the record. 

This is not to say that there 
were no clashing and energetic songs 
on the album. On “Grammys,” Drake 
partners with Future yet again fol-
lowing the success of their previous 
album, “What a Time To Be Alive,” 
pulling inspiration from the expo-

relationships. There is something for 
every listener, with inspirations stem-
ming from grime in the track “Hype,” 
Jamaican reggae in “Controlla” and 
some dancehall in his first ever No. 1 
single, “One Dance.” However, even 
if a listener does not enjoy the indi-
vidual genres, the cohesive project as 
a whole can be incredibly enjoyable. 
The vibe of “Views” is infatuating 
and makes up for possible reserva-
tions one might have with certain 
genres, and Drake’s admittedly weak 
singing voice. 

The mixture of braggadocio and 
sensitivity are the main selling points 
of Drake’s public persona, and wheth-
er or not one enjoys those two facets 
of his personality will make or break 
his/her experience in listening to this 
record. However, we would encour-
age any person who enjoys Hip-Hop, 
or music in general, to listen to this 
record. “Views” holds perfect ex-
amples of what drives musical culture 
today: creative experimentation and 
individuality. In addition, the ex-
traordinary success of the album (250 
million streams and 1.2 million pur-
chases within the first week of sales) 
shows the sheer magnitude of Drake’s 
appeal. If one wished to keep up to 
date with current musical progres-
sion, checking out this record would 
be a great step to take, even if one 
did not particularly enjoy the project. 
It will give a listener a clear point of 
View (pun intended) of what the most 
relevant name in Hip-Hop today is 
accomplishing and has accomplished. 

inspiring women of all ages to embrace their 
shape and size, said she does not understand 
how the decision was made to slim her waist 
down, especially with how body image-
proud she is as an artist. 

“I don’t know how you would shave 
my waist off,” Trainor said. “Like me, as the 
‘All About That Bass’ girl,”

In today’s society, the pressure to 
conform to what the magazines 

portray as ‘beautiful’ is consider-
ably higher than it was decades 
ago. Girls of all ages tend to feel 
insecure about themselves and 
the way they look due to what 
businesses deem as the ‘ideal 
body.’ Knowing how these 
insecurities can affect a person, 

Trainor has always released songs 
that inspire women to love and accept 

themselves. 
Growing up, Trainor was not as 

confident and independent as she is today. 
She struggled with her body image through-
out most of her childhood. However, Trainor 
eventually learned to accept herself and real-
ized she did not have to change.

Going forward with this mentality, 
it was extremely frustrating for Meghan 
Trainor that the editors of her video felt the 
need to slim down her waist. Thankfully, the 
video was taken down and reposted again on 
May 13 with her original waistline. 

Despite that minor mishap, Trainor and 
her career are continuing to skyrocket with 
the recent release of her second studio album, 
“Thank You.” Trainor is, unlike other artists 
these days, is not afraid to show the world 
who she really is, no matter the response she 
might receive. 

by Gabby Barnes
With the help of Taylor Swift, the Met-

ropolitan Museum of Art hosted the renowned 
Met Gala on May 2, 2016. Every year, the 
museum hosts this extravagant fundraiser 
for the benefit of the Museum’s Art Costume 
Institute in New York City. While famous 
actors, singers and celebrities attend the event, 
the night is not about their music; rather, it cel-
ebrates the exceptional work 
of many fashion designers. 

The Met Gala encour-
ages attendees to express 
their unique style by wear-
ing elaborate and unusual 
apparel. In a way, the Gala 
serves as a competition for 
both designers and celebri-
ties to show off their best looks. Shows such 
as “Entertainment Tonight” and magazines 
such as “People” rate the outfits worn by 
celebrities, deciding who was the event’s best 
dressed 

This year’s fashion theme was “Manus 
x Machina: Fashion in an Age of Technol-
ogy,” a theme that was interpreted differently 
by every artist. The main challenge faced 
by designers was implementing technology 
within their work. Designer Donatella Versace 
showcased a metallic bodysuit layered with 
a motherboard-inspired jacket on the fierce 
Lady Gaga. Known for her unpredictable 
outfits, the pop singer paired her bodysuit with 
torn fishnet stockings and sky-high laced up 
boots. Gaga undoubtedly stood out as one of 
the most uniquely dressed attendees. 

Some other notable attendees were 
celebrities such as Nicki Minaj, Kim Kar-
dashian and Claire Danes. Danes, a popular 
American actress, attracted much attention as 

she promenaded down the red carpet in an el-
egant Cinderella-like ball gown. Designed by 
Zac Posen, the sky blue dress complemented 
Danes’ fair tone and light eyes. Viewers were 
initially puzzled as to how the dress pertained 
to the technological theme of the night. Later 
in the night, their questions were answered 
when the dress shockingly lit up in the dark!

Following a white-tie dress code, the 
men of the Gala looked dashing 
while incorporating a technol-
ogy into their outfits. Pop singer 
Zayn Malik embodied the 
Machina part of the theme by 
wearing metal plates designed 
by Versace over his suit jacket. 
Later on Twitter, fans compared 

him to a Transformer. In addition, British actor 
Idris Elba dressed in a perfectly fitted Tom 
Ford tuxedo with an Apple watch on his wrist. 

While most designers went for an 
“out-of-this-world” sci-fi look, the Cos-
tume Institute expressed that they issued the 
technological theme of the night to celebrate 
machine-made fashion and distinguish it from 
handmade fashion. Though the two have 
become increasingly similar and sometimes 
misinterpreted, the Costume Institute hopes 
that the Gala will spread awareness about 
what makes the two fashions so different. 

“...Recently this distinction has become 
increasingly blurred as both disciplines have 
embraced the practices...of the other,” Andrew 
Bolton, the curator of the Costume Institute, 
said.

Overall, the Met Gala was not only a 
night for fashion designers to show off their 
abilities, but it also enable celebrities and 
designers to come together and celebrate the 
cultural unification fostered by fashion.

Art by Joey Austin

Art by Aimee Ding

Art by Aimee Ding
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Division, ConferenCe, County Champs... oh my!
by Benjamin Golbin

As the spring season of sports 
wound down at G.W. Hewlett High 
School, the Girls’ Varsity Track and 
Field Team ran its last races. For the 
many senior members of the team, this 
represented the last time that they would 
compete at the high school level, if at 
all. However, these experienced girls 
have no regrets about how the season 
and the rest of their high school careers 
played out.

“This is probably the best team 
I’ve ever been a part of. Everyone cares 
so much about each other and winning,” 
Emily Cooperstein ’16 said. “As a senior 
I am so happy and grateful that I have a 
team like this.”

Coached by Stephen Honerkamp, 
the girls’ team went undefeated 13-0 in 
the regular season, becoming Confer-
ence and Division Champions in the 
process. The girls are continuing to ex-
perience the success that they are so used 
to under Coach Honerkamp and bring 
championships to Hewlett High School.

“It’s been about three or four years 
since we won Conferences/Divisions in 
the spring, and winning again was really 
exciting,” Jordanna Yochai ’17 said. “It’s 
obvious that every girl cares a lot about 
the team and the sport itself.”

This year’s squad features many 
talented returning upperclassmen, such 
as Cooperstein, Yochai, Natalie Cohen 
’16 and Lily Loria ’17. These seniors 
and juniors are an immense presence in 
the girls’ locker room and provide nec-
essary experience and leadership. They 

Lax faCes off against the Competition
by Mychael Schnell

As the spring season comes to a close, 
summer falls upon us, marked by glistening 
sunshine, warm temperatures and countless 
hours on the beach. However, in the halls of 
G.W Hewlett High School, the end of spring 
holds a whole different meaning: the conclusion 
of the spring sports season. This season, the 
Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse team had an exceptional 
season. Finishing with a winning 8-7 record 
(5-3 in the conference) and making a playoffs 
appearance, the Bulldogs should be applauded 
for their strong season.

“Looking back, I feel this was a suc-
cessful season,” coach Steven DiNapoli said. 
“We were a young team that came together 
and accomplished more than I thought we 
were going to.”

The close of a sports season comes 
with the inevitable moment for all teams: the 
final goodbye to their seniors. This year, the 
team was fortunate enough to hold a handful 
of talented players. Noah Cohen, the team’s 
goalie, led the pack of seniors. This season, 
Cohen totaled 135 saves. Next to Cohen is 
Justin Hillsberg, who played a pivotal role on 
the Bulldogs’ roster. This season, Hillsberg 
racked up five goals and one assist. Another 
important component of the senior squad was 
Jake Grill. Unfortunately, halfway through the 
season, Grill suffered an injury that left him 
sidelined for the remainder of the season. In 
addition, James Bae contributed to the strong 
senior lineup.

“They were a great group to play for and 
were some of the most dedicated kids I’ve ever 
played with in High School,” Wyatt McMahon 
’17 said. “I will miss them next year.”

From the beginning of their season, the 
Bulldogs worked hard every day, never giving 
up even when faced with tough competitors. 

The boys kicked off the second half of their 
season on April 29, when they traveled to Floral 
Park High School to take on the Knights. After 
four quarters of a neck and neck competition, 
Hewlett came out victorious, 9-7. Levitz led 
the offense with a total of four points for three 
goals and one assist. In addition, he went 16-
19 on faceoffs. Vardaro contributed with two 
goals and one assist, Arad with two goals, 
and Grossman and 
McMahon with 
one goal each. Co-
hen led the defen-
sive end, saving a 
total of nine goals. 
With this decisive 
win, the Bulldogs 
looked to continue 
their season with 
a three game win-
ning streak.

On April 
29, going into their 
matchup against 
Kellenberg High 
School, the boys 
had the skill, grit and (most importantly) heart 
to begin a 3 game winning streak. However, 
Kellenberg brought just a little bit more to the 
table that day. After a long, fierce 48 minutes 
the Firebirds came out victorious, 13-4. Arad, 
Grossman, Levitz and Vardaro each had 1 
goal, and Cohen saved 14 shots. Although the 
Bulldogs suffered a hard loss, they took the 
opportunity to turn back to the drawing board 
and improve on their fundamental weaknesses. 
With this, they came back strong in their match-
ups the following week.

On May 3, the Bulldogs traveled to 
South Side High School to take on the Cy-
clones. This contest went back and forth all 

game, ultimately leading to an overtime show-
down. At the onset of the fourth quarter, the 
Bulldogs were losing 5-3. However, with just 
minutes left on the clock, Vardaro scored twice, 
tying the game. As the regulation time clock ran 
out, the boys entered overtime. Hungry for a vic-
tory, the Bulldogs pulled themselves together, 
channeled their inner teamwork and ran head 
first into the deciding minutes of the game. With 

1:24 remaining on 
the first overtime 
clock, Levitz found 
the back of the net, 
bringing the score 
to 6-5. Then, after 
a little more than 
a minute of skill-
ful ball handling 
and strategic play-
ing, the Bulldogs 
were crowned vic-
torious. Adler and 
McMahon each 
contributed to the 
victory, scoring two 
goals and one goal, 

respectively. This was a decisive victory that 
will go down in the books as a huge win for 
the Bulldogs, especially in the eyes of Levitz,

“I was beyond excited after I saw my 
shot hit the back of the net; not because I had 
scored the game winner, but because getting 
that win was something that no one outside of 
our locker room believed was possible for us,” 
Levitz said.

Carrying the momentum from their over-
time victory against South Side, Hewlett took 
on Plainedge High School. Following a rough 
0-2 deficit after the first quarter, the Bulldogs 
stepped up their game and took home the win, 
8-3. Sophomore Justin Fliegel led the offense 

with a total of four points-three goals and one 
assist. Grossman contributed with one goal and 
three assists. Freshman Sam Rovner stepped 
up, scoring three goals. Cohen protected the 
net, stopping a total of nine shots.

On May 10, the Bulldogs faced Beth-
page at home for their annual HEADstrong 
Foundation charity game. The HEADstrong 
Foundation is a charitable non-profit organiza-
tion committed to aiding cancer patients and 
their families by providing them with necessary 
services. The Bulldogs and Golden Eagles went 
back and forth the entire game, with neither 
team able to hold a promising lead over the 
other. After four long quarters, Bethpage tri-
umphed, beating Hewlett 8-7. Grossman scored 
two goals, while Vardaro, Arad, Fliegel, Levitz 
and Zach Bromfeld ’17 each had one.

The Bulldogs began their playoff jour-
ney on May 16, as the No. 6 seed, when they 
faced off against Carey High School, the No. 3 
seed. In the final minutes of the fourth quarter, 
the Seahawks scored one goal to bring their lead 
to 8-4. In the final three minutes, the Bulldogs 
found the back of the net three times. Despite 
their fierce attempts at scoring again, Hewlett 
was not able to pass the Carey defense. With 
that, they ended their season in a 8-7 defeat. 
Grossman led the offense with three goals. 
Vardaro contributed with one goal and one 
assist, while Ethan Cohn ’19 had one goal and 
McMahon had one assist.

 Although the Bulldogs did not ad-
vance further in the playoffs, they had a very 
successful season overall. Finishing with a 
record over .500, raising thousands of dollars 
for an amazing cause and improving overall 
as a team, this season was certainly one for the 
books. And for next year, be sure to check out 
the Hewlett Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse schedule, 
because they will be achieving amazing feats.

are joined by a talented group of under-
classmen that includes Ronnie Hillel 
’19. These underclassmen are expected 
to lead and motivate the team once the 
current upperclassmen graduate.

At the Division Championships, 

the girls performed to the best of their 
abilities. Hillel earned first place in the 
pole vault and triplejump events, and 
second place for the long jump. The 
4x100 relay, which featured Adanaya 
Kay-Njemanze ’18, Patsy Iannico ’18, 

Gabrielle Barnes ’18 and Jackie Velas-
quez ’16, contributed to the Division 
Title.

Something that separates this 
Girls’ Track and Field Team from those 
of the past is that this squad had the rare 

opportunity to contend for a County 
Championship. Based on their unde-
feated record, the girls were poised to 
clinch the championship on Thursday, 
May 26 if everything came together.

“Nobody on this year’s team has 

won a county title….We’re all working 
our hardest to get to where we need to 
be,” Yochai said. The girls have been 
practicing hard everyday in preparation 
for Counties. They are determined to 
bring home this esteemed title, and cre-
ate history in the halls of Hewlett High 
School.

“For the first time since 2004 we 
have a real chance at winning Counties 
because of the heart that this team has,” 
Cooperstein added.

At the Conference Championships 
for the field aspect of the sport, Hillel 
continued to impress, coming first in 
the pole vault with a jump of 8’6”. This 
makes her not only the best freshman 
in Nassau County, but the absolute best 
vaulter in the county. Colette Davies 
’17 came in third with a jump of 7’6”, 
making her an All-County pole vaulter.

On May 26, the squad went to 
compete in the County Champinships, 
with high hopes of adding this pres-
tigous accolade to their Division and 
Conference championships. Through a 
fierce competition with several tought 
events and matchups, the Bulldogs 
came out on top, bring home the County 
title. It is a congratulations we owe to 
the enture team and coaching staff for 
this tremendous accomplishment.The 
Hewlett community is very proud of 
the girls. We now must say goodbye to 
the seniors as they embark on the next 
chapter in their lives, but one thing is for 
sure: they will always be remembered 
for their outstanding 2016 Girls Track 
and Field Season.

SPECTRUM/Stephanie Cooper
 Daniela Barskaya ’16 jumps over a hurtle during a track meet at home.

SPECTRUM/Stephanie Cooper
 Gavin Adler ’16 plays defense in a game against 
Carey High School.



Sports SPECTRUM Thursday, June 9, 201618

Cohen RaCes the nation
by Colette Davies

Natalie Cohen ’16 has been a part of 
Hewlett’s Track and Field program since the 
winter season of her freshman year, in 2012. 
Cohen continued to compete in the spring sea-
son as a freshman. In her following high school 
years, she never skipped a beat when it came 
to track; she went on to compete in both the 
winter and spring seasons in her sophomore, 
junior and senior years. Cohen also decided to 
join Hewlett’s Cross Country team during the 
fall season of her senior year, in order to help 
improve her performance as a track athlete. 

Cohen began her race walking career in 
the middle of her sophomore year, during the 
Winter Track and Field season. Her first race 
walk was a 1500 meter contest, which she 
completed in 9:43. Later on in her sophomore 
year, Cohen improved her 1500 meter race 
walk to 7:57, setting the school sophomore 
record for this event, and making her the first 
female in Hewlett High School history to break 
8:00 in the 1500 meter race walk. Cohen’s all 
time personal best for the indoor 1500 meter 
race walk, which stands as a Hewlett High 
School’s indoor and senior 1500 meter race 
walk record, is 7:10. 

Cohen’s success in the world of track is 
seen through her vast improvement over the 
years. Finishing her senior year now, Cohen’s 
record race walk time has decreased by two 
minutes. Cohen’s all time personal best for the 
outdoor Spring Track and Field season is even 
faster, being a 7:08 for the 1500m race walk, 
and is also Hewlett High School’s junior and 
outdoor 1500m race walk record, as well as the 
Bulldog Invitational and Hewlett stadium meet 
record. Cohen’s personal best in the 1600m 
race walk is a 7:46, and her 5K personal best 
is a 26:21, which are both school records set 

the Boys Keep Running

by Jake Levitz
The Hewlett Softball team had an excel-

lent season, finishing with a 10-4 record. In fact, 
nine of those wins were conference victories. 
The team had many young players, and initially 
planned for this season to be a rebuilding year, 
considering last season’s lineup consisted of 
many seniors. Certain girls knew that they 
would have to step up in order for the team to 
compete. The team moved up a conference from 
last season, and was not sure that it would even 
reach .500 for the year. 

The girls started off 
slow, beginning with a 
3-4 record; however, after 
suffering a devastating 
loss to Locust Valley, the 
girls got their acts together 
and went on to win their 
remaining games, end-
ing their season on an 
extraordinary seven game 
win streak. 

“Although our 
season started out a little 
rough, we really pulled it 
together toward the end,” Ricki Sperry ’16 said. 

Sperry, one of the team’s two senior 
captains, led the squad on the mound as the 
top pitcher. She earned various big wins across 
the season for the girls. Sperry led the team to 
seven wins in row and had two home runs on the 
season, one of which was a grand slam. 

“Ricki is a real team player and always 
encourages us to keep our heads up on the field,” 
Dana Feldman ’17 said.

One of the most unusual parts of the 
Softball Team was that it had two middle 
school girls on the roster this season. Emma 
Blumenstein ’20 and Valerie Green ’21 both 

started this year and played pivotal roles in the 
team’s success. Blumenstein filled in at left field 
for Jamie Goldberg ’15, and bat second for the 
Bulldogs, while Green played second base and 
was the lead off hitter. These two young play-
ers are prime examples of the potential that the 
softball program holds in years to come.

The Bulldogs were led by the excellent 
coaching staff of Vincent Lospinuso and An-
thony Scro. Coach Lospinuso has been around 
for years, and brings insightful tips he has picked 

up throughout his years 
of coaching softball. On 
the other hand, this was 
Coach Scro’s first year as 
a varsity softball coach. 

“Scro was new 
coaching for varsity but 
brought a lot of energy to 
the team and kept us mo-
tivated,” Lauren Dori ’18 
said. The combination of 
these two coaches turned 
out to be highly favorable 
for the girls and led to their 
great success.

Reflecting on this season, it appears that 
girls had fun and are excited to see what the 
program has in store for years to come. 

“Overall we exceeded our expectations, 
and because a good portion of the team is still 
young, it should be exciting to see what’s going 
to happen the next few years,” Dori said. 

Additionally, Sperry hopes that the girls 
can pick up where they left off this year, on a 
win streak.

The Softball Team should be one of the 
top teams in the conference next season, with 
a majority of their starters returning with high 
hopes to reach the playoffs.

and held by herself. Cohen’s personal best 
in the 5K run is a 22:58 - this earned Cohen 
an All-Conference title in this year’s Cross 
Country season. 

Cohen was recognized as an All-
Conference athlete three times throughout 
her years, and she has also been recognized 
twice as an All-County Champion. However, 
Cohen did not stop here. She went on to be 
titled All-State when she placed seventh in the 
race walk at the State Championship during 
her 2015 Winter Track and Field season, and 
All-Long Island for race walk during her 2016 
Winter Track and Field season. Above this 
all, Cohen’s crowning achievement was her 
recognition as an All-American athlete during 
her 2015 Spring Track and Field season, when 
she placed sixth in the race walk at the 2015 
Outdoor Track and Field National Competi-
tion. This year Cohen was ranked 10th in the 
nation for the indoor 1500m race walk, with 
a time of 7:10.28, and she was 11th in the na-
tion for the outdoor season 5K, with a time of 
27:14.20. She was also ranked seventh in the 
nation this year for the outdoor 1500m race 
walk, with a time of 7:12.7.

Not only is Cohen an outstanding race 
walker, but she is also a great leader who never 
fails to support her team. Without surprise, 
Cohen was chosen to receive the 2016 Section 
VIII Sportsmanship Award.

Clearly, Cohen is an extraordinary ath-
lete who has achieved immense feats, leading 
her to being named an All-American athlete. 
We owe a congratulations to Natalie Cohen 
for not only winning a plethora of awards 
and breaking countless records but, more 
importantly, for being the epitome of a great 
athlete - one who works hard and demonstrates 
teamwork.

Boys’ tennis tRiumphs softBall soaRs
by Gianni Preziosi

The Hewlett Boys’ Varsity Tennis team 
went 10-4 this season. Playing in the IIB 
conference, the squad faced very competitive 
teams but still managed to maintain an impres-
sive record. Improving from their 0-11 2015 
campaign, the boys proved that bouncing 
back from an unsuccessful season is possible 
with hard work. Coached this season by Abby 
Samlin, the boys picked up their game and 
focused on bettering their strengths and im-
proving their weaknesses. Unfortunately, the 
team just missed making  playoffs by a couple 
of matches. Regardless, the squad proved that 
they were a force to be reckoned with. Lead by 
senior captains Mason Fliegel, Adam Kahati 
and Patrik Posobiec Perko, the team performed 
well individually and as a cohesive group.

From the onset of the season, the boys 
worked hard everyday in hopes of finishing 
with a winning record and possibly advancing 
to the playoffs.

This season, Kahati switched from 
second singles to first doubles, teaming up 
with his co-captain, Fliegel. As a result of 
their good chemistry, they were unstoppable 
together, playing well and having each other’s 

back on the court. 
With the coaching change that took 

place this season, there was a great deal of un-
familiarity between the teammates and coach. 
While it typically may be difficult for a coach 
to start fresh on a team of returning players, 
Samlin proved of her willingness to adapt and 
grabbed the bull by the horns to take control 
and lead the team to victory. 

“She really knew how to run the team, 
even though she was not the coach last year; 
she came in head on ready to take on the chal-
lenge,” Kahati said.

The squad was also very lucky to have a 
great set of underclassmen who really stepped 
up and aided the team. Dylan Paul ’19 and 
Jared Lake ‘19 were the true standouts this 
year. Paul played first singles and Lake played 
third singles. These two led the team with their 
competitive edge and desire to win matches. 
Paul advanced to the second round at counties, 
but lost a tough match in that round.

Although the team will miss its strong 
senior leaders, it will consist of many return-
ing players next season, as a result of its 
overwhelmingly young roster. The youthful 
team should be very competitive next year. 

Samlin and the rest of the 
team are proud of their 
successful season and 
hopeful for the positive 
future of boys’ tennis.

“I am very proud 
of the boys this season 
for all of their hard work 
and dedication to the 
team,” Samlin said. “We 
made great strides this 
season and we will only 
get better.”

SPECTRUM/Stephanie Cooper
 Ricki Sperry ’16 throws a pitch 
during practice.

by Logan Abolafia
With the school year coming to a close, 

it is a great time to look back at G. W Hewlett 
High School’s 2015-2016 sports seasons. 
Among the school’s accomplishments, the 
Boys’ Varsity Track and Field Team truly 
stands out, finishing with a 7-5 overall record 
in Conference 3A. All around, the Bulldogs 
had a successful season. They competed 
against tough competitors and broke all kinds 
of records, improving on their weaknesses at 
each practice and show-
casing their skills at each 
meet.

“Last year we 
graduated off many gift-
ed athletes, and this year 
the team found itself with 
about two dozen new 
faces,” George Atsidaftis 
’17 said. “As a result, 
our coaches put a larger 
focus on teaching new 
members the tricks of the 
trade than on further de-
veloping our veterans.”

With the guidance of coaches Eamon 
McHugh and Rob Capobancio, the boys were 
able to push through their hardest competitors 
and achieve success. Much of their motivation 
and grit was a direct result of the coaching 
staff’s passion for the team.

On May 18, the squad hosted a mas-
sive track meet, with Division Avenue, New 
Hyde Park, Plainedge, Roosevelt, South Side 
and Wantagh. The boys dominated the com-
petition, taking second place and ninth place 
in the 110 meter hurdles competition with 
Matt Mannino ’18 and Jayden Francis ’19, 
respectively. In the 800 meter run, Mardochee 

Hypolite ’17 placed seventh with a final time 
of 2 minutes and 13 seconds. In the 400 me-
ter run, Hewlett took first place, with Elliot 
Rudgayzer ’16 finishing with the top time of 
53.6 seconds. Taylor Garcia ‘16 followed up 
in fourth, running a 53.8.

On May 21, both the boys’ and girls’ 
track teams hosted their annual, highly ac-
claimed Bulldog Invitational. This is an open 
event where different schools and people 
from the community are invited to come 

and participate in track 
events. In the 110 meter 
hurdles contest, Josh Ja-
cobs ’18 placed tenth and 
Francis placed fifteenth. 
In addition to the track 
events, the boys domi-
nated on the field. In the 
pole vault competition, 
Alec Krueger ’17 placed 
second with a distance of 
nine feet six inches, and 
Garcia placed sixth with 
a distance of eight feet 
six inches.

Even though the team achieved much 
this season, they still have room for improve-
ment  next year. During the off-season, if the 
boys work hard, it is certain that they will be 
at the top of their conference in years to come.

Overall, the track team is a unique 
group that had immense success this season. 
With their good chemistry, supportive coach-
ing staff and passionate senior class, the boys 
were able to achieve massive feats. Be sure to 
catch the Boys’ Varsity Track and Field team 
next season, because following this year’s 
campaign, it is certain that they will be the 
team to watch.

SPECTRUM/Stephanie Cooper
 Yossi Levy’16 runs around the 
track during a meet.
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Alumnus mAkes it Big
by Chenab Khakh

In 2011, junior Lamar Letts was a 
small town celebrity, frontrunning track 
and field winning events to place Hewlett 
second in the Class AA championships. 
In 2012, Letts graduated Hewlett High 
School with plans to attend Northeastern 
University, major in marketing and finance 
and continue his promising track and field 
career. However, in his 
freshmen year, Lamar 
was diagnosed with a 
heart condition called 
myocarditis, which is in-
flammation of the heart 
muscle. Although the 
condition is not degen-
erative or long-term, 
it was enough to end 
Lamar’s career on the 
track. Nonetheless, Letts 
did not let this condition 
slow him down.

Now 21 years old, 
Letts is balancing more than just finishing 
off his bachelor’s degrees in marketing and 
finance. He has moved to focus on some-
thing bigger than his endeavours inside the 
classroom: his own electrolyte beverage, 
Hylux. The idea of this low sugar energy 
drink came to Letts as he grew tired of 
constantly checking nutrition labels to 
maintain his healthy and inflammation-free 
lifestyle.  Hylux tastes just as good as big 
brands like Gatorade, Powerade and Vita-
min Water but boasts fewer calories and 
only 10 grams of sugar. With visions of tak-
ing on giants such as Gatorade, Powerade 
and Vitamin Water, Letts’ business is on 

BAseBAll is A Hit in tHe PlAyoffs
by Kristen DeCicco

The 2016 Varsity Baseball sea-
son has come to an end after a great 
campaign with much success. In the 
beginning of the season, the boys came 
out strong, with the principal goals of at-
taining a winning record and advancing 
to the playoffs. 
Coached by Andy 
DeBernardo and 
Frank Viggiano, 
t h e  b o y s  w e r e 
able to triumph 
in both of these 
feats. This sea-
s o n ,  Vi g g i a n o 
made a return to 
the Varsity team 
a f t e r  m u l t i p l e 
years of working 
with the Wood-
m e r e  M i d d l e 
School Baseball 
team, which was 
greatly appreciat-
ed by the players.

“Vigg had 
a large impact on 
the success of the 
season and we definitely appreciate ev-
erything he has done for us-from keep-
ing us focused and on task at practice 
to throwing us hundreds of pitches of 
batting practice,” James Silberger ’17 
stated. 

Viggiano and Debernardo worked 
hard to make the team better at each 
practice, encouraging them to be the best 
players they could possible be.

The boys started preparing for 
their spring season with notorious 6 a.m. 

workouts in the winter. They wanted to 
assure that they came out in the best 
shape possible, faster and stronger than 
the opponents they were to face.

The boys finished their 2016 cam-
paign with a 7-10-1 record. They opened 
their season on a rough note, losing 

their first three 
games to Want-
agh 4-9, 2-3 and 
5-14 ,  respec -
tively. Howev-
er, in April they 
went on to win 
a series against 
New Hyde Park 
2-1 and sweep 
Plainedge.  At 
the conclusion 
of the regular 
s e a s o n  t h e y 
w e r e  s e e d e d 
No. 16 out of 
1 6  t e a m s  i n 
Nassau County 
Class AA, just 
in time for play-
offs .  Playoffs 
for competing 

baseball teams are double elimination, 
meaning that teams have to lose two 
games to be out. The boys were ready 
for the tournament, and hoped to make a 
comeback and win big. While they knew 
that they were in the face of adversity 
as the last seed of the playoffs, the boys 
were nonetheless determined to show 
the rest of the conference how to play 
Hewlett Baseball. 

“We knew that our regular season 
was not as good as we hoped, but when 

playoffs came around, we wanted to 
make some noise and shock the county 
with our skills,” Silberger stated. 

Being the No.16 seed guaranteed 
them a first round match-up in the 
playoffs against the No. 1 seed, Carey 
High School. After a hard fought game, 
they lost to the 
Seahawks 8-5. 
In their next two 
games against 
Lynbrook  and 
I s l a n d  T r e e s 
they won,  6-1 
and 3-2, respec-
tively. Unfortu-
nately, they then 
f a c e d  C a r e y 
again and lost 
in a tough battle, 
8-5. 

“ We  h a d 
a rocky start to 
our season but 
w e  t u r n e d  i t 
around just  in 
t ime for play-
offs and made 
a great run as a 
low seed in the conference,” Matt Kim 
’18 said. 

The baseball team was definitely a 
group of young players. With 6 seniors 
and 15 underclassman, the squad has a 
bright future ahead of them. 

“We are losing some key seniors, 
but with a lot of hard work and deter-
mination, the team will definitely excel 
in the years to come,” Chris Rodriguez 
’18 said.  

A key source of the team’s suc-

cess this season was their positive team 
chemistry. The boys had strong relation-
ships on and off the field, which con-
tributed to the success of their season.

“Though our team was diverse in 
players and ages, the whole team did 
a really good job of coming together,” 

Silberger said. 
“We are not just 
teammates, we 
are brothers.” 

The boys 
are looking to 
build off of the 
s u c c e s s  t h a t 
came from this 
season and hope 
to be even more 
successful next 
year. The squad 
is losing some 
g r e a t  s e n i o r 
players, but that 
w i l l  n o t  s t o p 
younger  p lay -
ers from striving 
for a successful 
season. 

“ L o s i n g 
our senior captains is going to be tough 
for us next year, but if we work hard and 
stick together as a team like we finished 
this season, we will definitely make 
another run for the championship,” J.J. 
Lantigua ’17 said. 

The future looks bright for the 
Hewlett Bulldogs Baseball Team, so be 
sure to check out some of their games 
next season! Watch out, because they 
will be right back in the gym with their 
preseason workouts before you know it.

the rise both in local businesses and online. 
Initially, Letts contacted consulting 

firms to speak with food scientists and man-
ufacturers. After producing the first bottles 
of the drink, Letts reached out to local gyms. 
A UFC gym in Boston responded to Letts 
with positivity and now Hylux is ready to 
spread to fitness clubs, and is preparing to 
supply large retailers. 

The project was 
funded with a $10,000 
grant from Northeastern 
University; however, 
Letts also launched a 
KickStarter campaign 
to continue expansion 
of the beverage com-
pany. Letts would like 
to make the next phase 
of his company include 
distribution beyond the 
Boston area and eventu-
ally outside of the north-
eastern United States. 

Another distinct feature of this Kick-
Starter project is Letts’ vision for giving 
back. More than just a healthy alternative, 
Hylux is dedicated to providing clean water 
to developing countries. According to Letts’ 
business plan, three percent of profits from 
Hylux sales go to a not-for-profit organiza-
tion cofounded by actor Matt Damon called 
water.org. 

It is clear that with ingenuity, passion 
and drive, nothing can stop one from over-
coming challenges. Letts saw a problem, did 
his research and took action. It is safe to say 
that Gatorade had better watch out because 
Letts and his Hylux empire are on the rise.

girls lAx to tHe mAx

SPECTRUM/Stephanie Cooper
 J.J. Lantigua ’17 pitches during practice in 
preparation for the season.

SPECTRUM/Stephanie Cooper
 Josh Pincus ’16 swings at the plate during a 
game.

by Andrew Schornstein
It is very unfortunate when a team’s 

overall record does not reflect the success that 
the team achieved. In the case of the Girls’ Var-
sity Lacrosse team, this is what occurred. Led 
by coach Patrick Gormley, Robyn Pastuch and 
senior captains Olivia Epstein, Sydney Corda 
and Casey Levy, the team finished the season 
with a 4 and 9 overall record. The girls played 
every second of every game at an intense level 
and did everything they could to try and win. 
They worked very hard, but in the end it did not 
turn out the way they hoped.

The squad kicked off the second half 
of their season on April 21, when they faced 
crosstown rival Lynbrook High School on home 
turf. After a hard fought two halves, the girls fell 
short to the Owls 17-9. Epstein led the offense 
with five goals and three assists. Kylie Halpern 
’17 had four goals and three assists.

On May 3, the team traveled to Bethpage 
High School to take on the Golden Eagles. The 
contest ended in a heartbreaking loss for the 
Bulldogs, 11-10. 

Coming off of a tough loss against Beth-
page, the girls were seeking revenge,. On May 
5, Hewlett faced Roosevelt High School at home 
under the lights. The girls dominated the first 
half, outscoring Roosevelt 12-5. They preserved 
their momentum for the second half, outscoring 
their opponent 12-8. This was a huge, much 
needed 20-10 win for the girls, proving that 
their hard word had not gone to waste. Halpern 
led the offense, scoring six goals and racking 
up two assists. DeCicco helped out, finding 
the back of the net three times and assisting on 
four shots. Epstein contributed with five goals 
and one assist, Corda with 2 goals and Louisa 
Evola ’17 with two goals. Shayna Khaymovich 

’17 protected the net, saving a total of 11 shots. 
Carrying their momentum from the Roos-

evelt game, the bulldogs took on Hicksville High 
School. Unfortunately, the bulldogs suffered a 
heartbreaking loss, 11-10.

In the last game of the season, the girls left 
everything on the field, but were not able to pull 
out a win, losing 20-8. Halpern found the back 
of the net five times, Epstein twice and Corda 
once. Regardless of the score, the girls worked 
their hardest and effort wise, ended their season 
on a high note.

Credit must be given to where credit 
is due-the girls would not have been able to 
compete on a competitive level if they did not 
have amazing goalies, Khaymovich and Gil-
lian Moser ’17. In addition, the team would not 
have been the same if it were not for the talented 
seniors on the squad. Epstein, Corda and Levy 
as a group led the team, motivating each player 
to practice hard, try their best, and never give 
up on the field.

“I thought this season was a lot better 
than last years and that the connections and 
freidnships made made the season the most 
memorable,” Levy said.

Although their record does not reflect 
it, the girls achieved much success this season. 
They improved from last season, winning one 
more game than they did in their previous cam-
paign. They worked hard during practice every 
day and competed against a tough schedule-
even managed to squeeze out four wins. And 
most importantly, they had fun, growing strong 
relationships with each other. It is a good luck 
we owe to the seniors for their hard work they 
gave to the team. And for everyone else, look out 
of the Hewlett Girls’ Varsity lacrosse team next 
year, as they will be achieving amazing feats.

Photo Contributions by Lamar Letts
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 Natalie Cohen ’16 leads the team in a race walk contest.


